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Tuberculosis in Live Stock : Its Control and Eradication.* 


By Major J. Gimt~tray McGrecor, Deputy Assistant 
Director of Veterinary Services, 52nd (The Lowland) 
Division (T.A.), County Veterinary Inspector of Stirlingshire. 

For some time I have felt that this subject should be 
discussed by the various Divisions of our Association, and 
the recent Conference of Local Authorities convened by the 
Corporation of Glasgow showed that the public is now 
clamouring for something to be done, and awaiting a lead 
in the matter. This lead should come from the veterinary 
profession. It is a duty which we owe to the State in 
return for the privileges we receive from it, and if by 
neglect or indifference we refuse to face the issue, then the 
public will turn to others to guide them in the work. I 
need hardly remind you that there are others only too 
ready to step in and assume our responsibilities. 

The new Research Institute, which has been founded at 
Auchincruive, Ayrshire, proposes to undertake, as one of 
its first investigations, an enquiry into the occurrence of 
tuberculosis in dairy herds. 

The immediate work in the proposed investigation will 
include :— 

1. Inquiry to ascertain the number of reacting cows 
which excrete tuberculosis bacilli in their milk. 

2. A survey of the conditions of re-infection which 
occur at certain farms licensed for the sale of tubercle-free 
milk. 

3. Investigation of the value of the tuberculin tests 
and of the possibility of ensuring the use of a standard 
tuberculin in carrying out the test. 

A public appeal for funds has been made, and the 
Directors of the Institute have placed the item I have 
mentioned first on their list, knowing well that it will 
appeal to the public and loosen their purse strings to 
provide the wherewithal for research. 

Clearer evidence that there is a public demand for the 
repression of tuberculosis than the holding of the Conference 
need hardly be advanced, but there is one point which we, 
as veterinarians, should ponder over. The investigator 
who is charged with carrying out the research into bovine 
tuberculosis and the tuberculin test is a graduate of a 
medical, and not a veterinary, school. 

The point I wish to make is, that we have no safe- 
guarding of veterinary subjects for veterinarians; it is 
open to any investigator to undertake veterinary research, 
and much of our present knowledge has come from such 
sources ; but in this instance two-thirds of the funds which 
are going to be spent on the investigation are from the 
Development Commission—in other words, public money— 
and I think that under these circumstances the attention 
of the Committee in charge should be directed to the 
advantages which a trained veterinarian could offer in the 
investigation. 





*Paper presented to the West of Scotland Division, N.V.M.A., at the 
Glasgow Veterinary College, 29th May, 1929. 


It is up to us to let it be known that, as a profession, 
we are already engaged in the control and eradication of 
tuberculosis, and have a practical plan, approved of by 
our National Association, for the control and eradication 
of tuberculosis. We welcome assistance from whatsoever 
quarter it may come, but the duplication by the new 
Institute of work that is presently being carried out by 
the Medical Research Council suggests a dissipation of 
forces and expenditure of money that can be ill afforded. 

In these days we are constantly reminded of the promin- 
ence of agriculture in the State, and the key position it 
occupies in our national life, being the foundation of com- 
merce and manufacture. We cannot vie with the poli- 
ticians who, at present, are scattered throughout the land 
prescribing for the ills of agriculture, but I claim that, in 
formulating a practical plan for controlling and eradicating 
tuberculosis in the herds and flocks of our land, we can 
make a substantial contribution to agriculture and the 
national well-being, and enhance the reputation of the 
profession by whose advice glanders, rabies, pleuro- 
pneumonia and rinderpest were banished from these 
shores. It may be that to mention eradication of tubercu- 
losis at this stage of the campaign betrays an audacious 
hope ; then I can only reply that— 

‘** Where an equal poise of hope and fear 

Does arbitrate the event, my nature is 

That I incline to hope, rather than fear.” 
If there is any difference of opinion on the question of 
eradication, I feel we are all agreed on the feasibility of 
controlling tuberculosis, and it is to this aspect of the 
problem that I would invite your attention. When we 
have successfully controlled the disease, its final eradica- 
tion will be within sight. 

You are all well aware of the position as it exists in 
Scotland to-day. Tuberculosis is rampant in our herds of 
cattle and flocks of poultry. Authorities differ in their 
estimates of the incidence of disease ; some say 40 per cent. 
of the milk cows in the country harbour the organism, 
while others put the figure higher. Little is to be gained 
from discussing the point, as all are agreed that it is high ; 
so high, that slaughter of all cows that react to the tuber- 
culin test is out of the question. Some other means must 


' be found to curb the ravages of tuberculosis, without 


jeopardising the milk supply of the nation, and alienating 
the goodwill of those engaged in the milk industry. 

At present in this country we have in operation the 
Tuberculosis Order of 1925, which is designed to remove 
open cases of tuberculosis from contact with other animals 
and dispose of them by slaughter, the owners receiving a 
measure of compensation. The introduction of this Order 
was in response to the pressure of public opinion and marked 
a great advance. The State now recognises that tubercu- 
losis is a menace to the live stock industry as well as to the 
public health. 

The Order has now been in operation for over three 








years, and, while it is a short time on which to base any 
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estimate of its results, I am confident that its effect has 
been beneficial. Progress in controlling any disease must 
be slow and we do well to move slowly, provided our 
direction is right. 

Present legislation is providing information on which 
further measures can be based ; for example, the Register 
of Cases dealt with under the Tuberculosis Order shows, 
in the area of each Local Authority, the premises which 
harbour gross infection. I have analysed the figures for 
Stirlingshire for the past three years, and find that positive 
cases occurred on 130 dairy premises out of a total of 600 
in the county. One is struck by the rareness of cases in 
herds which are replenished by raising their own young 
stock, and the recurrence of cases where what is known 
as a “ flying stock”’ is kept. When we come to consider 
measures of eradication this must be kept in mind, and our 
plans made accordingly. 


In any reference to the legislation dealing with the 
repression of tuberculosis, mention must be made of the 
effect which the Milk (Special Designations) Scotland Order 
is having in directing the attention of farmers to the 
pecuniary advantages which follow the establishing of 
tubercle-free herds. The gradual increase in the numbers 
of such is noteworthy. Towards the end of the war, when 
the Ministry of Food first permitted an increased price to 
be charged for milk from tubercle-free herds, there were 
very few in Scotland which were qualified to obtain that 
licence. After ten years’ propaganda the number has 
risen to 107. This number does not by any means include 
all the tubercle-free herds in the country. There are 
several free herds that I know of, which are so placed that 
no advantage would be obtained by applying for a licence, 
and I am sure that in your practices there must be similar 
instances. These herds have been built up by their owners 
carefully selecting their foundation stock, and then setting 
about to improve it during the course of years, maybe a 
lifetime, by breeding from tubercle-free bulls, raising all 
the heifer calves born on the farm, and disposing of the 
older cows, when their places could be filled with calving 
heifers. I have known 10 such herds prove 100 per cent. 
tubercle-free, when subjected to the tuberculin test for the 
first time, and their success was undoubtedly due to the 
system of rearing the young stock in a separate byre from 
the dairy herd. In the West of Scotland it is the rule to 
find steadings provided with separate buildings for cows 
and younger stock, and the comparative absence of tubercu- 
losis in the younger stock is to be attributed to this pro- 
vision. It is interesting to remember that Professor Dick, 
writing in the second edition of his ‘‘ Manual of Science,” 
1862, says that consumption in cattle affects the young 
rather than the old, and it is evident that the problem 
which confronts us did not exist then. In reading early 
veterinary literature, | have been struck by the paucity of 
references to tuberculosis in cattle. The Veterinarian of 
1829 is silent on the subject ; but it does contain a des 


cription of what was, undoubtedly, a case of Johne’s | 


disease, the corrugation of the bowel being mentioned as 
a lesion on post-mortem examination. White, in his 
**Compendium of Cattle Medicine,” fifth edition, 1828, 
under the heading, ‘“‘ Consumption,” describes Strongy- 
losis, and gives the constant lesion as worms in the great 
mesenteric artery. He also devotes two chapters to 
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what was, evidently, Johne’s disease, and calls the con- 
dition scouring rot and tail rot, the latter from the inability 
of the animal to lift its tail in passing the liquid feces. 

From these and other considerations, I think that 
tuberculosis in cattle was not the widespread scourge that 
it is to-day. 

I trust you will pardon this incursion into the past ; I 
can only say, with Patrick Henry, ‘I have but one lamp 
by which my feet are guided, and that is the lamp of 
experience. I know no way of judging of the future, but 
by the past.” 

While nothing can replace personal experience, one 
can learn a great deal from the experience of others, and we 
would do well to review the plans that have been made, 
and are being carried out, by veterinarians in other 
countries who are faced by the same problem as ourselves. 

Pride of place in any review of this kind must be given 
to Denmark and its Grand Old Man, Professor B. Bang, who 
in 1894 first put forward his plan for ‘‘ the Repression and 
Eradication of Tuberculosis in Cattle.” In 1899 at the 
International Veterinary Congress in Baden-Baden, he 
made a slight modification in it, and in 1927 at the Annual 
Meeting of the American Veterinary Medical Association 
he reaffirmed his belief that the plan he recommended in 
1899 was still the “‘ safest way of rooting out tuberculosis 
in a herd that has long been infected.” One cannot do 
better than quote Dr. Bang’s own words in describing his 
Modified Method of eradicating Tuberculosis, which 
‘‘enables every intelligent breeder, who understands the 
nature of tuberculosis, to change his tuberculous herd into 
a healthy one by simply isolating his calves year after year, 
and keeping this young herd isolated from the old infected 
herd, and by protecting the calves against infection through 
the milk. Compartments for young animals can be made 
very cheaply. The older animals, at least most of them, 
can be sold for slaughter after some years, and when the 
young herd has grown up, it may be transferred to the 
original cowshed after a careful disinfection of it. The 
young herd must, of course, be tested with tuberculin every 
year. This changing of a tuberculous herd to a healthy 
one takes some years; it may be done, as a rule, in four 
to six years.” 

In another article, Dr. Bang says that in Denmark the 
incidence of tuberculosis in cattle over five years is 48 
per cent.—a figure which bears a close relation to our own. 

With regard to the situation in other European countries, 
I cannot do better than again quote from the same address. 
‘*In Germany the fight has been based on the well-known 
ideas of v. Ostertag, who believes it possible by means of 
carefully organised clinical examinations to detect all cases 
of open tuberculosis, and by slaughtering these animals 
root out the disease, so that it should not be necessary to 
maintain the isolation of the young animals, which are 
admitted to the byre, when they are pregnant. Reports 
from Germany show that this method is not a good one. 
It is impossible by clinical examinations to detect all cases 
of open tuberculosis, and, while the health conditions in the 
herd can be improved, the disease can never be got rid of 
by these methods. This is now being commonly admitted 
in Germany. Latest reports show that Bang’s modified 
method, which was previously considered as impracticable 
in Germany, is now being recommended. 
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“In Austria and Hungary many great herds have been | 
| themselves. 


freed from tuberculosis by following Bang’s method. 
‘Interest in the eradication of tuberculosis from dairy 
herds is great in the Netherlands, but the measures to be 
taken have not been agreed on. A scheme for purchasing 
open cases of tuberculosis at a good price has had to be 
abandoned, as farmers did not avail themselves of this 
offer as much as had been expected, and it was given up 
as being too expensive. At present, the Dutch people 


prefer to carry on a voluntary campaign with some help | 
from the State, rather than have direct State intervention. | 


“In France it seems to be the common opinion that the 
hitherto-used obligatory prophylactic measures must be 
given up, and stress laid on a voluntary fight, which should 
be helped by the State.” 

Dr. Bang’s review of the European. situation is interest- 
ing to us in revealing how closely the position in Germany 
resembles our own, and how opinion in both countries is 
in agreement in thinking that present methods require 
revision if headway is to be made in repression and eradica- 
tion of tuberculosis in live stock. 





The situation in America requires special attention ; | 


and comparisons between that wealthy country and 
impoverished Europe are impossible. It must always be 
borne in mind that the incidence of tuberculosis in cattle 
in America, as shown by cattle slaughtered at federally- 
inspected establishments based on the number “ retained ” 
because of the disease, was 2-4 per cent. when they started 
their campaign in 1917, and now, after 10 years intensive 
effort, it has been brought down to 1-1 per cent. The 
incidence in swine rose from 10 per cent. in 1917 to 15-2 
per cent. in 1924. It was 13-5 per cent. in 1927. These 
figures do not include the million cattle killed under the 
campaign, but only the regular run of cattle received at 
federal meat inspection establishments. In America at 
present three main projects comprise the general campaign. 

1. Eradication of tuberculosis from pure-bred herds of 

cattle. 
2. Eradication of tuberculosis from circumscribed areas. 
3. Eradication of tuberculosis from swine. 


1. Hradication from Pure-bred Herds. 

To achieve this, the Accredited Herd, or Honor Roll, 
Plan has been adopted. An “ accredited” is a pure-bred 
herd, which has been found to be free from tuberculosis on 
two successive annual tests. The owner receives a cer- 
tificate, which enables animals of the herd to be shipped 
inter-state, without further tuberculin testing for a 
period of one year. 


2. Hradication from Areas. ’ 

Eradication from areas is self-explanatory. It is 
recommended that this should be done by counties or 
lesser areas, depending on the incidence of the disease, 
the county sharing the expense with the State and Federal 
Governments. 


3. Eradication from Swine. 

Experience has shown that tuberculosis in swine and 
poultry are closely related, and that both must be tackled 
together if advancement is to be made in eradicating the 
disease from swine. 

To give a complete account of what America is doing 
would require a separate paper of considerable length, and 
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I only propose to quote some figures and let them speak for 


The number of cattle under supervision in co-operative 

tuberculosis eradication in 1922 was 2,616,395 

1924 ,, 7,374,093 

1926 ,, 15,131,345 
64 per cent. of the last-mentioned number were dairy and 
34 per cent. beef cattle. 

Accredited herds rose from 204 in 1918 to 96,392 in 
1926. 

Accredited veterinarians tested 100,526 cattle in 1922, 
and 788,995 in 1926; these are private practitioners, who 
are authorised by State and federal authorities to test 
accredited herds under the uniform plan, and they must 
pass a satisfactory examination. 

By this it will be seen that private practitioners have a 
large share in the work, which does not cease when they 
have helped to place a herd on the accredited list. 

The classification of the veterinary forces engaged in 
the campaign in New York State in 1927 is interesting, 


| viz :— 
Whole Time. 
Federal Veterinarians... - nae _ 14 
State Veterinarians ons bite ie es 25 
County Veterinarians... _ — — 41 
Assistant County Veterinarians yi sia 51 
Part Time. 
Accredited veterinarians re-testing accredited 
herds under the zone plan ... - 84 





The history of eradication in Canada is interesting, and 
from it many lessons can be learned. In 1896 McEachearn, 
in his Annual Report, emphasised the importance of taking 
steps to combat tuberculosis while it was still within the 
bounds of control, and could be suppressed at reasonable 
cost ; he asked for a provision of £20,000 for the purpose. 
His advice was not followed, but a free, tuberculin-testing 
policy, participation in which was voluntary on the part 
of the owner, was instituted. It was not long before 
serious opposition was encountered, many owners claiming 
that healthy cattle were being infected with tuberculin. 
In spite of these tactics, sound educational propaganda 
resulted in a greater demand for the test, and applications 
became so numerous that it was decided to supply tuber- 
culin free of charge to qualified veterinary practitioners 
under certain definite condititns—viz., the owner had to 
apply for the tuberculin, giving the name of his veterinarian 
and the number of cattle ; also, he was required to hold 
reactors on the premises until they had been ear marked 
by punching the letter T through the right ear. The 
veterinarian had, in due course, to furnislf a report upon 
forms provided. The demand for cattle that had passed 
the test now grew and, to encourage it, the Government in 
1905 adopted the Supervised Herd Plan. As no com- 
pensation was paid for reactors which were ear marked, 
the Government were not overwhelmed with applications 
for inclusion in this plan. The introduction of meat 
inspection in 1907 drew the attention of the general public 
to the danger of tuberculosis from a public health point of 
view, and agitations on the part of the consumers resulted 
in the passing of the Municipal Tuberculosis Order, which 
was designed to assist municipalities desiring to obtain 
their milk supply from officially-tested herds. Under 
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this Order, the Government undertook to pay compensation 
for reactors, and the municipality was required to limit 
its milk supply entirely to officially-tested herds. In 
1917, after two years’ trial of the Order, it was amended, 
as the majority of the dairymen refused to allow their 
cattle to be tested, and the minority were not able to 
maintain an adequate supply. Milk from untested herds 
was permitted to be sold, provided it was properly pas- 
teurised. The amended Order was popular, but not 
a success from a bovine eradication viewpoint. While 
reactors were being slaughtered, the centres of infection 
in untested herds were not being dealt with, and contact 
between tested and untested herds was common. As a 
result, the American Accredited Herd Plan was adopted 
in 1919, and it was followed by the Eradication in Area 
Plan in 1922. 

Opposition to the work is being experienced ; 7 per cent. 
of the accredited herds became re-infected, and opponents 
of the scheme have enlarged on this, forgetting that 93 
per cent. maintained their tubercle-free character. Inves- 
tigation of the 7 per cent. has shown that the minority 
became infected in a very natural way—contact with 
untested cattle, feeding milk from unknown sources, etc., 
although the owners invariably assumed a mystified 
attitude when questioned. 

I have sketched the experience of Canada at some 
length because the people of Canada are our own kith and 
kin, and the opposition that was found there may be 
looked for here. 

When reviewing the efforts of France to eradicate 
tuberculosis, I might have mentioned the vaccination 
method associated with the name of Calmette, but I thought 
it better to treat the subject from an international stand- 
point and give it fuller consideration. The starting point 
of Calmette’s work was what is known as Koch’s pheno- 
menon : the body is intolerant of added infection. Calmette 
sought to find a form of vaccine which would be absorbed, 
persist in the body for some time and produce an active 
immunity over an extended period. In association with 
Guérin he claims to have discovered such an organism,the 
Bacillus Calmette Guérin, which was evolved by growing 
tubercle bacilli of bovine origin for thirteen years on bile 
potato medium. ‘ Vaccination by the B.C.G. is claimed 
to be inoffensive not only for young bovines and for adult 
cattle, but also for all species of animals susceptible to 
infection by the tubercle bacillus.” ‘ 

“The B.C.G.,” they say, “is completely deprived of 
virulence and has lost all aptitude of provoking the forma- 
tion of tubercles. It retains its power of producing 
tuberculin and sensitising animals to react to the ordinary 
tuberculin tests.” 

Calmette and Guérin claim that ‘‘ upon premises infected 
with tuberculosis, without changing in any way the mode 
of existence or the habitat of the animals, without modify- 
ing the customary methods of raising calves, it is 
possible through the ordinary course of births, by vaccinat- 
ing the new born within the first fifteen days of their life, 
and in re-vaccinating them each year, to eliminate tuber 
culosis from a farm in the space of five years.” In 1927, 
they introduced an important modification of the conditions 
under which the vaccination should be carried out. Calves 


should be protected from infection for a month after | 
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vaccination in order to let the vaccine establish a prior 
immunity. 

The claims put forward by Calmette and Guérin have 
been investigated and criticised by workers in many parts 
of the world. It is not generally accepted that the B.C.G. 
has lost its virulence, and the Veterinary Record of April 
20th, contained an account of researches on this point by 
Watson, McIntosh, and Koust of Canada, who drew the 
conclusion from their experiments that B.C.G. has not been 
entirely deprived of virulence. This view is held by others 
who urge that the loss of virulence which is sustained 
in vitro may be regained in vive. In this connection, may 
I be permitted to quote a paragraph which throws some 
light on the subject. It is taken from ‘“‘ Recent Advances 
in Bacteriology,” by J. H. Dible, and I acknowledge my 
indebtedness to Professor Emslie for drawing my atten- 
tion to the book. 

‘A criticism, more weighty than philosophical specu- 
lations upon possible changes in virulence, has been put 
forward by Petroff, Branch and Steenken (1922). These 
workers claim that on growing a strain of B.C.G., provided 
by Calmette, on medium containing gentian violet, two 
types of colony were produced. This proved to be the 
familiar process of microbic dissociation, and eventually 
S. (smooth) and R. (rough) varieties were obtained. Of 
these the R. colony behaved in the way expected of B.C.G., 
but the 8S. colony proved virulent and produced generalised 
tuberculosis on inoculation into guinea-pigs. In the same 
paper @ passage experiment is recorded, in which virulent 
tubercle bacilli emerged in the inoculated animals ; these 
in culture resembled the S. strain. This finding is one of 
importance, and its early further investigation a matter 
of urgency in view of the spreading use of B.C.G. That 
the modification produced by Calmette may ultimately be 
found to syuare with the facts of bacterial variation, now 
being so widely demonstrated, is only likely, but it is a 
disturbing thought that virulent variants may reappear 
with the ease with which they seem to have done in the 
hands of Petroff and his colleagues, who further state that 
they obtained similar results with another strain of the 
organism. In general, the variant types (R.), which 
are non-virulent, are pretty permanent upon ordinary 
laboratory media, and though reversions have been recorded 
the general trend of opinion is that these do not occur at 
all readily.” 

Major Dunkin’s paper, ‘“‘ A Consideration of some Mem- 
bers of the Group of Acid-fast Organisms,” and Mr. 
MeGaughey’s remarks in opening the discussion on it, 
as reported in the Veterinary Record of 23rd March, are 
worthy of careful study by all who are interested in this 
problem. 

Beliefs that were hitherto regarded as well founded 
are now being re-examined in the light of modern know- 
ledge and it would appear that bacteriology is undergoing 
a complete overhaul, to use a Clydeside analogy. 

In any scheme which may be drawn up by our Associa- 
tion, tuberculin testing must play a large part, and the 
subject is receiving much attention. The Department of 
Health for Scotland has had under consideration for some 
time the question of the prescribing of the double intra- 


| dermal test as the sole test to be applied in terms of the 


Milk (Special Designations) Order. 
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To busy practitioners, the double intradermal test has 
proved a boon compared with the old subcutaneous 
method, but I feel that there must be something in the 
single intradermal caudal combined with the ophthalmic 
test, as it is carried out in the States and Canada, which 
has been overlooked by authorities in this country, other- 
wise it would not be the official test over there. It has to 
be remembered that reactors are slaughtered in the Ameri- 
can campaign and careful post-mortem examinations made 
by veterinarians who have all the assistance that modern 
science can provide in clearing up the doubtful cases that 
arise. The reliability of the single intradermal test com- 
bined with the ophthalmic can be judged from the following 
official statistics. 

Between July Ist, 1924 and April 30th, 1925, 18,795 
fully-accredited herds were re-tested, and 984, or 5+2 per 
cent., were found to contain reactors. 


One reacting animal was found in 659 herds 
Two reacting animals were found in 179 herds 
Three reacting animals were found in ... 63 herds 

More than three reacting animals were 
found in ... a on bar siti 83 herds 
Total _ ... 984 herds 


The probable causes of re-infection were accounted for 
in nearly 400 cases, there was no available history in the 
remainder. It is noteworthy that more than two-thirds 
of the herds contained only one reactor. 


These figures speak volumes for the efficiency of the 
tuberculin test, as practised in America, in revealing 
reactors and it has to be borne in mind that, at present, 
one million tests are being made there each month. 

I am indebted to Mr. Gofton for bringing to my notice 
the Scheme for the Eradication of Bovine Tuberculosis 
which forms Appendix ii of the report of the Scottish 
Conference of Agricultural Policy. After reading pages 
20 to 22 and Appendix ii of the report, I decided to ask the 
Committee of the Division to provide a copy of the Report 
for each member, and to let Appendix ii form the basis of 
discussion. 

The matters which are raised in the report concern every 
practitioner in Scotland, and I think it is time they were 
discussed by this Society, and every other Division in 
Scotland. 

With regard to the Report, it is noteworthy that when 
His Majesty’s Secretary for Scotland convened, in March, 
1925, a conference of persons representative of various 
agricultural interests, to consider by what measures the 
economic maximum production of food from all the 
agricultural land of the country can be stimulated, he did 
not include representatives of the veterinary profession. 
This is particularly to be regretted as we have a con- 
tribution to make to the solution of this problem. By 
the members of the conference adopting the plan (with 
modifications), of the Ayrshire Cattle Herd Book Society, 
they have alienated the sympathy and goodwill of the 
practitioners of veterinary medicine and surgery who form 
the backbone of the profession and on whom agriculture 
is dependent for maintaining, in health, the herds and 
flocks of our country. I do not think the members of the 
conference realised what their recommendation would 





mean to practitioners if it were adopted in its entirety by 
the State. There is much in the scheme that is good and 
must appear in any scheme worthy of the profession ; but 
I hold that if public money is going to be spent, then the 
public should have some control over reactors ; otherwise, 
let the scheme be voluntary, and paid for by the owners. 
They will appreciate it more by paying for it ; and when 
it is known that practitioners in several parts of Scotland 
are now testing herds at a charge of 2s. 6d. per head, it 
will be difficult to convince local authorities that financial 
assistance is required for the veterinary part of eradication. 

The provision of assistance in ‘providing accommodation 
for isolation is a step in the right direction and should be 
supported by the profession ; also, the buildings so pro- 
vided should be exempt from the structural provisions of 
the Dairy Bye-laws. 

Before I close, I would like to make reference to a disease 

which, while it does not come directly under the subject 
of tuberculosis eradication, could be considered at the 
same time by the profession, and the scheme for tuberculo- 
sis eradication could be so framed as to include this disease 
also. I refer to contagious abortion in cattle. Until 
recently, it was customary to consider that this disease 
was not communicable to man, but this view must now be 
modified. When I read the paper entitled ‘ Relation 
of Undulant Fever in Man to Live Stock Sanitation,” 
by Dr. Moore, of Cornell, published in the Journal of the 
A.V.M.A., March, 1929, in which it is stated that several 
hundred cases of undulant fever in man have occurred in 
the United States from the consumption of milk from 
aborted cows, I wondered if a similar state of affairs existed 
in this country. I had not to wait long for an answer. 
Within a week of reading Dr. Moore’s paper, a medical 
friend drew my attention to the article “‘ A Critical Study 
of Undulant Fever,’”’ by Drs. Manson Bahr and Willoughby, 
in the British Medical Journal of April 6th, in which a 
retired Colonel, now farming in Kent, suffered from 
undulant fever for five months, and the infecting agent is 
believed to be cow’s milk : the titre of his blood to Brucella 
abortus was | in 480. 

One swallow does not make summer and one case which 
is not free from doubt should not make us panicky, but 
who can say what will be the result of the publication of 
this case ? How many more will be brought to light ? 

Apart from the communicability of contagious abortion 
in cattle to man, the economic loss to the country, and the 
direct result which this widespread disease has in dimin- 
ishing the food supply of the nation, should have been 
considered by the Conference on Agricultural Policy, and 
would have been, if representatives of .the veterinary 
profession had been included in its numbers. 

I would suggest that the scheme of control and eradica- 
tion which our Assocation be asked to draw up should 
be framed to include contagious abortion as well as tuber- 
culosis. 

In conclusion, I desire to acknowledge the assistance I 
have received in the compilation of this paper from the 
many articles on tuberculosis eradication which have 
appeared in the Journal of the American Veterinary 
Medical Association during the past two years. I have 
borrowed freely from them and now wish gratefully to 
return my thanks. I lay no claim to originality in what 
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I have written, “‘I have gathered a posie of other men’s 
flowers, and nothing but the thread that binds them is 
mine own.” 


At the meeting at which the foregoing paper was read, 
consideration was also given to the following extracts, 
relative to the subject under discussion :—— 


EXTRACT FROM THE REPORT OF THE SCOTTISH CONFERENCE 
or AGRICULTURAL Poricy, 1925. 





ERADICATION OF BoviNE TUBERCULOSIS. 


The serious losses caused in this country by bovine tuber- 
culosis are well known. Scotland is pre-eminent as 4 
stockbreeding country and, if this position is to be main- 
tained, the problems associated with tuberculosis cannot 
be left for each individual farmer to solve for himself. 
The need for combined effort has been recognised in other 
countries, the governments of which have come to the 
assistance of the farmers in their endeavours to eliminate 
the disease. We venture to formulate a further scheme 
which could be carried out at a comparatively small cost and 
which aims at complete and final eradication of tuberculosis 
in dairy herds. 

It is fairly clear that the (Tuberculosis) Order will 
operate satisfactorily to a considerable extent in the de- 
tection of tuberculosis in bovines, but it is very doubtful 
whether the Order alone can ever be depended upon to 
secure the total eradication of tuberculosis in dairy herds. 
Further, it is probable that under the Order the operations 
of local authorities will require to be directed towards 
the less conscientious farmers, and that the costs of adminis- 
tration and the compensation payable will be devoted 
principally to those farmers who made no consistent 
attempt to rid their herds of the disease. In the circum- 
stances we think it not only useful but highly advisable 
that the Tuberculosis Order should be supplemented by 
a scheme providing for some small assistance to farmers 
in the attempt to eradicate tuberculosis entirely from their 
herds. 

In support of this general principle we would point 
out that :— 

(a) breeders throughout the country would welcome 
such assistance ; 

(b) every breeding herd from which tuberculosis is 
eradicated provides for other herds a constant 
supply of young animals free from tuberculosis. 

(c) eradication of tuberculosis from dairy herds is 
feasible, as the existence of many Certified 
and Grade A (Tuberculin Tested) herds de- 
monstrates ; it is, of course, impossible for 
many farmers to qualify for a licence for the sale 
of Certified or Grade A (Tuberculin Tested) 
Milk, as they are far removed from the market 
or have not sufficient milk for sale ; ' 

(d) it is desirable that, at a time when measures for 
the partial eradication of tuberculosis are 
contemplated, there should be some encourage- 
ment to farmers to proceed to under take fur- 
ther measures in advance of the minimum 
requirements. 

The scheme which we propose contemplates assistance 
merely to the extent of free tuberculin tests and clinical 
examinations, end some assistance in the provision of 
temporary cowsheds. We do not think that it is too much 
to ask that free tuberculin testing and some assistance 
in the provision of temporary accommodation should be 
provided, especially as we have reason to believe that 
local authorities would not grudge the services of their 
officers in a suitable attempt to eradicate tuberculosis 
from dairy herds. We would point out that the city of 
Edinburgh Ir the services of its veterinary staff at 
the disposal of those who send milk from farms in the 





country to that city. In the county of Lanark the fees for 
the tuberculin testing of herds whose milk is graded have 
been reduced to a comparatively low sum, and other 
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are willing to assist in this matter. 

The details of the supplementary and voluntary scheme, 
which is based on that of the Ayrshire Cattle Herd Book 
Society, and which we strongly advocate, will be found in 
Appendix II. In view of the importance of such a scheme 
to the health of the nation and to the agriculture of the 


| country as a whole, we further suggest as follows :— 


(a) For a period of ten years the Treasury should be 
authorised to pay local authorities a fixed sum in respect 
of each herd dealt with by a local authority under the 
scheme. This sum might be calculated as 50 per cent. 
of the cost of the veterinary inspector’s visits and of the 
tuberculin. The total amount involved would not be 
large. 

(6) For the same period the Treasury should be 
authorised to assist in the provision of temporary buildings 
to enable farmers to carry out the scheme. Breeders of 
valuable animals would probably welcome such a scheme, 
but it will be realised that it is not possible for such farmers 
to dispose of valuable reacting animals immediately, 
though ultimate disposal of all reactors is the object to 
be aimed at. In this connection we suggest that the 
Treasury might be authorised either to advance money 
at a low rate of interest for the provision of suitable tem- 
porary buildings where required, or preferably to make a 
grant to defray a substantial part of the cost in each case. 

(ec) The temporary buildings so erected should be 
exempted by law from the structural provisions of Dairy 
Bye-laws made in terms of Section 8 of the Milk and 
Dairies (Scotland) Act, 1914. 


Appendix IJI.—DertTarts oF A SUPPLEMENTARY AND 
VoLUNTARY SCHEME FOR THE ERADICATION OF BOVINE 
TUBERCULOSIS. 


(a) On deposit of a fee of £1 1s., guaranteeing his good 
faith in carrying out a scheme for the total eradication of 
tuberculosis from his herd, the owner of a herd should be 
entitled to call on the local authority to carry out free of 
charge a regular system of tuberculin testing of his herd. 

(6) The local authority in rural areas should be the 
county council. 

(c) The veterinary inspector employed to carry out 
tests should be the veterinary inspector under the Diseases 
of Animals Acts (i.e., in counties, the county councils’ 
inspector). 

(da) The owner should undertake to do no tuberculin 
testing of the herd whatsoever, but he should be entitled 
to give notice to the local authority that he is withdrawing 
an animal from the herd and thereafter to carry out any 
test that may be required for such purposes as export. 

(e) All animals undergoing the test should, for the pur- 
pose of identification, be legibly tattooed on the ears. 

(f) All animals over nine months old should be tested 
by the subcutaneous and ophthalmic tuberculin tests 
and clinically examined by the veterinary inspector. 

(g) In herds where more than 20 per cent. react, a 
re-test should be carried out after an interval of three 
months. 

(hk) In herds where less than 20 per cent. react, six- 
monthly tests should be carried out until no reactors have 
been found on two successive tests. 

(i) When no reactors have been found on two successive 
six-monthly tests, the local authority should grant a 
certificate to the effect that the herds is certified free from 
tuberculosis. 

(j) Thereafter tests should be made annually and the 
certificate renewed. 

(k) All animals showing clinical symptoms of tuber- 
culosis should be slaughtered as soon as possible, subject 
to appeal to the Ministry. Non-clinical reactors might 
be isolated if the premises were suitable in the opinion of 
the local authority. 

(2) Reactors should be isolated at once and disposed of 
as soon as practicable. If animals found reacting were 
disposed of within 24 hours the certificate of freedom 
need not be withdrawn. If, however, more than 3 per 
cent. of reactors were found the certificate of freedom 
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might be withdrawn and the herd re-tested within six 
months; and before the certificate was renewed there 
should be two tests at an interval of six months without a 
reactor being found. 

(m) Calves should be fed only on milk from non-reacting 
cows and should be moved at birth from contact with 
reactors; thereafter they should be kept isolated from 
reacting animals. 

(nm) Animals should be introduced into herds only from 
other herds that were certified free, but if animals not 
from a free herd were introduced they should be isolated 
before coming in contact with the rest of the herd and 
subjected to a re-test after 30 days’ isolation. 


Major McGreaor, whose paper had been circulated, 
with the above extracts, to members of the West of Scot- 
land Division prior to the meeting, added the following 
comments before the commencement of the discussion :— 

It is to be regretted that H.M. Stationery Office was 
unable to supply our Secretary with sufficient copies of 
the “‘ Report of the Scottish Conference of Agricultural 
Policy ’ to enable him to send one to each member with 
the intimation of this meeting. The report is now out of 
print and it is not proposed to re-issue it. Under these 
circumstances we are indebted to the Secretary for extract- 
ing from the report, paragraphs relative to the subject under 
discussion and also the Appendix, and having them dupli- 
cated and circulated along with my paper. 

I confess that until Mr. Gofton drew my attention to it, 
Il was not aware that a scheme of eradication had been 
recommended by the Conference in 1925, although I was 
cognisant of the original scheme when it was submitted to 
the Ayrshire Cattle Herd Book Society by a Sub-Committee 
in 1924. The scheme as it appears in Appendix II. 
differs in a few details from the original scheme, but it is 
most remarkable in that it reveals the wish on the part of 
representative agriculturalists for what is virtually a free 
veterinary service provided by the State and the local 
authority. 

When I read the print of my paper it struck me that 
possibly I should have devoted a little more attention to 
the scheme I had in view when I suggested that the 
campaign against tuberculosis should be extended and 
made to include a fight against contagious abortion. 

Some observers, whose’ opinion cannot be disregarded, 
consider that abortion to-day constitutes a greater menace 
to our herds than tuberculosis. The sterility which so 
often is associated with it has been considered on many 
occasions by our National Association and, while progress 
in treating the condition has been marked, the question 
of prevention on a wide scale has been neglected. In the 
agglutination test for the diagnosis of contagious abortion 
we have an agent which, if not 100 per cent. reliable, is 
sufficiently accurate when used in conjunction with clinical 
observation to control the ravages of this scourge, and 
enough is now known of the disease to warrant a beginning 
being made to control and eradicate it on a wider basis 
than has hitherto been attempted. 

When it was demonstrated that a healthy free calf 
could be produced by a reacting cow, a ray of hope was 
thrown on the solution of the tuberculosis problem, and 
similarly when it was proved that a calf born of a cow 
which harboured the Brucella abortus would grow up free of 
the infection after being weaned from its mother and 
removed to premises that were free of abortion organisms, 
the significance of the discovery was not long in being 
recognised. Herds that are free from tuberculosis and 
abortion disease when tested by the tuberculin and agglu- 
tination tests can be built up from infected herds and 
such herds are a great asset to the nation. 

Sir William Haldane, in a series of letters to The Times, 
which are reviewed in last week’s Veterinary Record, 
draws attention to “certain ominous conditions which 
before very long may seriously affect the beef supply of 
this country.” If we are driven back as a nation to 
increase our production of beef to compensate for the 
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point of view of national food production, and we would 
do well to be prepared in advance with schemes of control 
and eradication that are of proven worth. 

Recently, in the Veterinary Record, two bacteriologists 
have given their views on certain aspects of the problem. 
Mr. Doyle, of the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, 
in an article in the Record of 16th March, 1929, says “ A 
vaccine conferring a reasonable amount of protection is 
the only method which is likely to be of practical value in 
this country. Tuberculin testing, combined with seg- 
regation of reactors from non-reactors (Method of Bang) 
has, since its introduction 36 years ago, failed as a practical 
method of controlling the disease.” 

Professor Gaiger, as reported in the Revord of 25th 
May, 1929, says “‘ If we are looking for any method which 
will be 100 per cent. effective we are doomed to disappoint- 
ment. . . . isolation has been found, as in the case 
of Bang’s method of control, to fail in practice.” 

I confess that I was surprised when I read the opinions 
of these two gentlemen on the Method of Bang. Isolation 
of tubercle-free cattle from reactors is exceedingly difficult 
on the ordinary farm, yet how often do we find when 
testing a herd that many of the young stock pass if they 
have been reared in the usual separate young beasts byre, 
without special precautions having been taken to prevent 
the spread of infection, while the dairy herd contains from 
50 to 80 per cent. of reactors. 

I think that we as a profession should endeavour to 
get a great increase in the number of accredited herds, 
that is herds which are free from tuberculosis and abortion 
as shown by two successive tests at six months’ interval. 
Once a reservoir of such herds has been established, then 
dairymen, who do not rear their own stock, could be 
assured of a supply of tubercle- and abortion-free cows, 
and encouraged to replace their present herds by purchas- 
ing only from accredited herds. 

It sounds simple, but only those who have tried to show 
the average farmer how he could eliminate tuberculosis 
from his herd can form any idea of the task that is in front 
of the profession. 

I trust that those members of our profession engaged 
in teaching veterinary science at the various Agricultural 
Colleges to-day, are alive to the great opportunity that is 
theirs to impress on the farmer, while he is young, that 
tuberculosis and abortion are preventable diseases and 
can be eliminated from existing herds by taking the proper 
steps. 


DiscusSION. 


Major A. Dovetas (Ayr) opened the discussion. He 
began by deprecating the inclusion of contagious abortion 
in any eradication scheme. What were the causes of the 
present 40 per cent. infection of dairy cows? On the 
part of the farmer, ignorance, apathy, dread of neighbours 
knowing the conditions, cost of testing, money loss in 
disposing of reactors, and the ‘impossibility of isolation on 
most farms. In eradication the best results must be 
looked for where there was already a number of clean herds, 
and any scheme to be successful must deal with an area, 
and be compulsory within that area. None of the present 
methods was really practicable. Bang’s scheme failed 
because of the difficulty of isolation, Ostertag’s because of 
the impossibility of definitely diagnosing many open cases, 
and because it required constant supervision ; the Ameri- 
can and Canadian schemes were too expensive. In the 
scheme proposed by the Scottish Conference on Agricul- 
tural Policy police powers would be necessary. It had 
been thought possible to take advantage of Section 22 of 
the Milk and Dairies (Scotland) Act, which allows a 
Veterinary Inspector to apply the tuberculin test with the 
consent of the owner, but the Board of Health had with- 
held their approval so Jong as there was no satisfactory 
scheme for the disposal of reactors. In this he thought 
that the danger was exaggerated, but under a compensation 
scheme there would be a cost of £20,000 for Ayrshire alone. 

The Tuberculosis Order was of little value for eradication, 


failure of supplies from abroad, then the diseases which I | thoughit protected public health and, even in this direction, 


have mentioned will assume greater importance from the | some medical authorities were attributing the recent 
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prevalence of acute cases to the loss of immunity previously 
conferred by constant doses of tubercle bacilli in milk. 

As feasible proposals tendingjtoward eradication he 
recommended—extension of the Tuberculosis Order to 
cover all open cases, with'special reference to discharging 
lymph glands ; the adoption of Mr. Begg’s suggestion, i.e., 
the slaughter of all reactors over 10 years of age; a general 
Disinfection Order to be added to the Dairy Bye-laws; a 
Rationalisation of the dairy industry, i.e., the pooling of 
herds in groups of, say, four or five and segregation of the 
reactors: that is to say, the Bang schemes carried eut on 
separate farms, and the pasteurisation of the products 
from the reacting farms, free testing, assistance in providing 
buildings by means of loans at a low rate of interest. 

Mr. Donatp CAMPBELL felt that voluntary schemes 
would not carry eradication very far. He outlined and 
largely endorsed the Trotter scheme—eradication by areas, 
beginning with breeding herds; the cost of testing to be 
borne by a central authority, reactors to be segregated and 
not to change hands, except for slaughter, the control 
to rest in the hands of the Ministry of Agriculture, and 
samples of milk to be sent to them for examination. 

Mr. P. MEIKLE considered the Scottish Conference scheme 
impossible. He gave his own method of voluntary testing 
and gradual elimination. This had cleaned up a number 
of herds under his supervision. He approved the Trotter 
plan as outlined by Mr. Campbell, but doubted the possi- 
bility of compulsion. 

Mr. A. Srtiars preferred the caudal fold for intradermal 
testing. His tuberculin testing work had been largely 
increased, due to the activity of the County Veterinary 
Officer. 

Mr. J. F. Taytor held that the Tuberculosis Order 
should be scrapped as far as compensation for visibly- 
affected cows was concerned. 

Mr. Davip Brown regretted that farmers had lost faith 
in the tuberculin test, but hoped that Professor Buxton’s 
address at the coming Ayr Congress would help to restore it. 

Professor Ross recognised the helpful co-operation of 
Major McGregor with the practitioner. He asked what 
was to be the procedure if a herd was tested by request 
and 90 per cent. of reactors were found. He confessed 
himself a heretic as regards sanitation and disinfection, 
giving instances of bad byres, where there was no tuber- 


culosis, and good byres where the disease was very preva- | 


lent. 

Mr. T. L. May (student) raised the question of breeding 
from reactors, and congenital tuberculosis. 

Miss Marion Stewart (student) asked what was pro- 
posed in the way of restricting the sale of tuberculin. 

Professor WHITEHOUSE read extracts from a letter from 
Dr. Bevan, who is engaged in tuberculosis eradication for 
the Bureau of Animal Industry in the United States, 
showing the progress that had been made, especially in 
the Hawaiian Islands. 

Major McGregor summed up, answering a number of 
questions that had arisen during the discussion. / 





Utrra-viotet Ray EXPERIMENTS AT THE LISTER 
INSTITUTE. 

“A series of experiments has been made at the Lister 
Institute of Preventive Medicine, Chelsea, in exposing 
marmosets to the U.-V. rays,”’ says the June issue of T'he 
Actinic Practitioner. ‘‘ Under ordinary conditions mar- 
mosets do not thrive in this country and they certainly 
do not breed. The birth has, however, taken place at the 
Lister Institute of two male marmosets whose parents 
have for some time past spent ten minutes every day 
under the U.-V. light. Marmosets have constantly been 
brought over to Europe as pets, but it has hitherto been 
difficult to keep them alive, as once deprived of their native 
Brazilian sunshine they tend to contract rickets. The 
marmosets at the Lister Institute are, however, well and 
flourishing, and the young just born are the first marmosets 
to be born in England for a hundred years. Experiments 
have also been made with irradiated ergosterol. Given in 
a few drops in castor sugar it is found sufficient to keep the 
animals in good health and in most cases they take it 
readily.” 
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PROFESSIONAL DEFENCE. 


In a paper such as ours, devoted principally to 
matters of professional progress and achievement, 
it may not be out of place to turn aside temporarily 
from the consideration of academic matters for the 
purpose of looking at the economic risks of our calling. 

The ordinary hazards of our daily life in veterinary 
practice are so familiar to all of us that they are 
treated by most with the contempt that constant 
familiarity begets. The ever-present risks of injury 
and disablement, to say nothing of the possibility of 
contracting grave infections, are passed by as part and 
parcel of our daily existence, and it is perhaps well 
that it should be so, for there can be few of us who have 
not had some experience of these disabilities. 

But there is another class of risk to which few give 
heed, or if they do it is but in passing. We refer to the 
daily risk run by the veterinary surgeon of having 
his professional reputation damaged by some conten- 
tious or disgruntled individual who brings charges 
of professional incompetence or negligence—only too 
frequently in an attempt to escape payment of 
a modest bill for professional services rendered. 

The goodwill of any occupation is probably its 
greatest asset, but certainly to a professional man, no 
matter how extensive and long-established his practice 
may be, his professional reputation is his only real 
asset, Many a veterinary surgeon has found to his 
cost when he has had to face an action at law—how- 
ever vexatious and unjustifiable and however success- 
ful he may be in defending himself—that his financial 
resources have had a heavy drain placed upon them, 
to say nothing about the damage he may have suffered 
professionally. 

How grave these risks are and how they have to be 
faced is probably only fully appreciated by those who 
have been unfortunate enough to find themselves 
involved in litigation, in which often the issues are 
small but the results disastrous. 

There have been many recent examples of actions 
at law against veterinary surgeons, but too frequently 
these cases are only reported in the local lay press, 
and consequently do not receive that publicity in our 
professional journals which might recall to the individ- 
ual the risks of daily practice. 

There is no need to lay further stress on the apathy 
of individual veterinary surgeons in these matters, 
but that they are certainly not alive to their own 
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interests is shown by the fact that the old-established 
National Veterinary Benevolent and Mutua! Defence 
Society has on its books less than 300 members of the 
veterinary profession. There would be no need to 
comment on this were it certain that all actions at law 
would be brought against these members alone. 

The Society has successfully defended many of its 
members, and the serious nature of the issues 
involved may be best exemplified by citing a fairly 
recent case in which an action was entered in the 
High Court alleging negligence against a member 
during the examination of a horse for soundness. 
Lengthy negotiations ensued and finally, when highly- 
paid Counsel had been briefed ‘On both sides, the 
plaintiff thought fit to withdraw the action at a cost 
to himself of something like £700. Comment. is 
really needless, but the member concerned was saved 
from great financial anxiety and also possessed the 
reassuring knowledge that he had the full and active 
support of the best brains of the profession in his 
defence. 

The Veterinary Record is happy to give free pul ica- 
ion in its advertisement columns to the claims of our 
only Defence Society upon the support of the members 
of the profession, and readers wil! be well advised to put 
themselves in touch with the hon. secretary, who will 
be only too ready to give full information of the 
protection afforded them. The annual subscription is 
negligible, and members have the satisfaction of 
knowing that the annua! interest from invested funds 
is devoted to benevolence. The mo to of the Society 
is “* Defence not Defiance.” 








ROYAL COLLEGE OF VETERINARY SURGEONS. 


Membership Examinations, July, 1929. 
List OF SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATES. 
Lonpon. 

Class A. 
Ahmad, M.A. 
Bhatia, G. C. 
Brooksbank, N. H. 
Campbell, Miss D. R. 
Chapman, Miss E. 
tClabby, J. 

Dalzell, J. L. 
Dowlen, Miss J. K. 
Firun, N. 
tHalford. G. J. G. 
Hearder, Miss M. I. 
Khan, M. Y. 
Khan, M. Z. 
Knowles, Miss M. P. 
tLangley, J. A. Warden, R. H. 
*March, C. F. *White, EK. G. 
* Denotes Ist Class Honours. 


Class A—cont. 
tMichael, D. T. 
Murray, Miss B. 
+Nixon, W. J. 
Peace, G. H. K. 
Peatt, C. M. 
tPerry, C. H. 
tRice, E. P. 
*Rickard, F. P. E. 
Robinson, Miss L. R. 
tShort, G. V. 
tSileock, H. G. 
Simmons, E. J. 
Singh, K. 

Slade, Miss A. B. 
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LONDON continued. 


Class B. Class C—cont. if 
Bawa, H. §. Mahajan, M. R. 7 
Bennison, J. C. Male, N. P. sf) 
Beynon, A. G. Pratt, V. E, 
Cundell, F. L. Rix, J. C. 
De Bruyn, R. Sen, 8S. K. 


Harvey, H. G. L. 
tHignett, S. L. 


Taylor, W. C. C. 
tWatts, P. S. 


Jordan, Miss M. G. Widden, G. F. 
Lock, Miss B. L. Tomlin, G. A. + 
Mehra, H. K. Y. 
Ottaway, C. W. Class D. r 
Peyton, G. 8. Boughey, F. D. Nf 
Shahi, H. B. Cartland, B. 8S. T. 
Wahby, M. M. Coulden, L. W. 
Wazir, V. L. Everett, K. H. 
Filgate, T. A. R. 
Class C. Hamilton, J. C. 


Adams, 8. H. 
Adamson, J. 
Buckingham, J. L. 
Davies, J. J. 
Dawson, A. H. 
Greener, Miss A. W. 
Knight, G. C. 


Longley, E. O. 
Nicholson, J. A. 
Over, A. B. 
Peele, J. D. 
Polding, J. B. 
Rowlands, W. T. 
Sheriffs, J. T. 


Machin, R. Turney, J. T. 
LIVERPOOL. 
Class A. Class B. 
Dyson, J. C. Bowen, J. N. F 
Edwardson, J. +Dwerryhouse, W. L. r 


+Gething, Miss N. 
tJones, C. N. 
tMarginson, J. C. 


+Edmunds, Miss P. M. ij 
Jerruish, D. W. 





Class C. t 
Crompton, C. 
Davies, D. E. 
Sidholm, N. B. 
+ Denotes 2nd Class Honours. 


T'o be continued. 


tOrmerod, Miss M. R. 








SHEEP SCAB. 





The representations that have been made concerning 

leniency towards stockowners who fail to report the pres- 

ence of infectious diseases among their animals appear to 

have had definite effect. A Norfolk farmer has been fined 

£100 and £10 costs, and two of his employees £10 and £2, 

for failing to notify sheep scab in his flock. Sheep farmers 

have long been demanding exemplary punishment for 

offences of the kind, and it looks as if their insistence upon 

fixing responsibility upon individuals were ‘to be rewarded. 

The position of the country respecting sheep scab has not 
been satisfactory for many years, and it is contended that , 
the disease could be stamped out if there were throughout 
the country the determination to achieve this end. The 

Norfolk example should serve as a wholesome warning i 
and help to hasten the complete eradication of the scourge. 
—The Times. 


THE AUSTRALIAN BAN ON ALSATIAN DoaGs. 





The Federal ban on the importation of Alsatian dogs 
became operative on June 12th. The Ministers of Agricul- 
ture of the various States, at a conference in Melbourne, 
agreed to recommend their Governments to introduce 
measures for the destruction or sterilisation of Alsatians 





+ Denotes 2nd Class Honours. 


now in Australia. 
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| of the lining of the blood clot in the gluteal muscle; wall 
' of cecum. 


Endocarditis with Secondary Embolism and Infarction in a 


Shire. 
By W. F. Aston, M.R.C.V.S., Shrewsbury. 





Subject.—Bay Shire gelding, twelve years old. Pur- 
chased as a three-year-old from another farm in this 
district. He had always worked well and been in good 
condition until the 5th June. He was lying out at nights. 
having a feed in the morning and doing ordinary farm work. 

History.—On the 5th he was stiff when brought in, and 
rested all day. On the 6th he was seen. The right hind 
leg was then greatly swollen from the gaskin to the hip 
and thigh, the swelling extending around anus and dock. 
He had mild sallenders on each leg. Appetite normal ; 
pulse about 60, but strong; temperature 103° (normal 
next day); very stiff when moved. The swellings sub- 
sided by the 9th and the horse appeared to be almost 
recovered by the llth. That evening he had an attack of 
abdominal pain which lasted about three hours ; the pulse 
had become thready and the horse looked haggard ; tem- 
perature normal, respiration about 80. Within eight hours 
the leg was badly swollen again. No heart symptoms could 
be appreciated. The appetite was good and the leg went 
down rapidly by the 13th. That evening he had another 
attack, as on the llth, but of shorter duration. The 
membranes now became very icteric ; there was some slight 
constipation, temperature normal and appetite good. 
He had a slight attack of pain on the 14th, but the leg 
had much recovered by the 15th. He continued to pro- 
gress wel! up to the 18th, with only two short attacks of 
pain seen. The swellings had almost subsided, and the 
horse moved freely. The membranes remained very 
icteric. At about 2 p.m. on the 19th he was seen breathing 
fast and in a very distressed condition, the body swaying 
when moved. The temperature was 104°; respiration 
shallow (about 80), pulse almost imperceptible, but heart 
beats violent and rapid. The horse was taking sips of 
water only. He fell down during the night and was 
destroyed. 

Post-mortem.—-This revealed an enormous blood clot, 
partly organised, in the gluteal and sciatic region, also 
blood clots of considerable size in the peritoneal cavity. 
There were small patches of hemorrhage on the covering 
of the stomach, intestines and belly muscles. Two 
patches, due to organisation of hemorrhage—one the size 
of @ saucer, one not so well organised but larger—were 
found on the diaphragm. The liver, which was normal 
in size, showed fatty degeneration. The cecum wall was 
very infiltrated with serum, and thickened. Some 
enteritis was evident in the small bowel. The heart was 
enlarged and showed endocarditis. The right lung (that 
underneath) was slightly congested, otherwise the lungs 
were normal. No aneurism could be found in the anterior 
and posterior mesenterics, but the artery surfaces felt 
very rough, and the walls thickened. 

The following specimens were forwarded to Dr. Tom 
Hare, at the Department of Pathology, Royal Veterinary 
College, for examination :—Left ventricle of the heart; 


portion of the diaphragm, showing hemorrhages; portion | 


of small intestine and contents ; blood vessels and portion 








| 


In the course of his report, Dr. Hare stated :— 

** Two facts were elicited by macroscopic examination 
of the specimens—(1) hemorrhagic infarction of the 
myocardium, diaphragm and gluteal muscle; (2) 
thrombosis of some branches of the coronary arteries. 

‘“* The shaggy adhesions on the pleural surface of the 
diaphragm were due not to inflammation, but to organi- 
sation of hemorrhage. Of the three the oldest lesion is 
in the diaphragm. The piece of small intestine contained 
altered blood due to petechial hemorrhages of recent 
formation. 

*“ Not having the aorta and the whole of the heart, 
particularly the mitral and aortic valves, I am unable to 
give you more than a tentative diagnosis. The appear- 
ances, however, suggest to me that the primary lesion 
was an endocarditis, and or an aortitis involving the 
aortic valve, with secondary embolism resulting in 
widespread infarction. 

‘The mitral valve looked normal.” 


Coal Gas Anaesthesia. 
By B. Gorton, M.R.C.V.S., M.P.S., Bournemouth. 


On the lst May, a female cat, the pet of a little boy, was 
brought to me to be destroyed. She was put into the coal 
gas box and remained there half an hour. On inspection 
I found her to be quite unconscious, not dead, and the idea 
of spaying her occurred to me. I quickly gathered some 
instruments together in a tray of carbolic lotion, clipped the 
hair and applied tincture of iodine. Then I removed the 
ovaries and uterus. The muscular coat was sutured 
with a continuous suture and the skin with interrupted 
suture. The unconsciousness lasted till nearly the end 
of the operation, when a whiff of chloroform was necessary. 
The after effects of the gas were rather prolonged, but 
the animal recovered in due course and is now very well, 
in the possession of her pleased little owner. The only 
hitch was that the skin wound, owing to the hurried 
preparations, became infected and took time to heal. 





A Case for Diagnosis. 
By H. Liewetyn-Jones, M.R.C.V.S., Denbigh. 


Subject and History—Black cow, having calved for 
the third time, nine weeks previously ; not a particularly 
heavy milker, rather lean and “tucked up.” She was 
apparently normal when turned out on the morning of 
22nd April last, but on being brought up at 2 p.m. she was 
noticed to stagger and fall, and apparently to be seized with 
convulsions. 

Eventually she reached the yard and was placed in a 
roomy loose box. When I saw her, an hour later, she 
was lying down and showing a most exaggerated S bend of 
the neck—so often seen, but to a lesser degree, in “ milk 
fever.’ There was very marked hyperesthesia. She 
got up without much difficulty, but was very unsteady ; 
her breathing at that time was only slightly accelerated, 
temperature 101°F. Before I took her pulse she started 
staggering. There was no tetany of the muscles of the 
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hind limbs (which causes a straightening and stiffening 
of the joints) but she used the front legs as if she tried to 
put them over some high obstacle in front of her. Eventu- 
ally she fell and had a typical epileptic fit—-champing of 
the jaws, rolling of the eyes and a galloping movement 
of the front limbs. The spasm lasted about one and half 
minutes then she was exhausted and dazed. 

Diagnosis, Some form of eclampsia, or strychnine 
poisoning (though I have never seen strychnine poisoning 
in cows). 

The latter, however, I ruled out, as there was hardly 
any possibility of it. 

Treatment.—I inflated the udder and risked the owner 
asking any awkward questions, in spite of the fact that he 
himself was very firmly convinced that it was not a case 
of milk fever, and so was I. In three hours’ time I 
saw her again and there was a marked improvement ; 
she was lying in a perfectly normal position. When I 
visited her the following morning, the owner told me that 
she got up three hours after I left her and partook of water 
and hay. She made a complete and uneventful recovery. 
Will any one tell me the exact nature of the condition 
and why simple inflation brought about such a speedy 
recovery ? 








THe Hunters’ IMPROVEMENT AND NATIONAL LIGHT 
Horsrt BREEDING SOCIETY. 


Lord Lascelles, K.G., presiding at a recent meeting of 
the Council of the Hunters’ Improvement and National 
Light Horse Breeding Society, referred with regret to the 
death of Mr. A. B. Charlton, who had been Secretary of 
the Society for 42 years, and the Council expressed their 
appreciation of his services to the Society during that 
period. 

The report of the Editing Committee indicated that 
under the Brood Mare Scheme of the Society a total of 
98 mares had been put out for breeding, this being an 
increase of 13 mares since January Ist. 

The Secretary reported that 4 stallions, 460 mares and 
274 geldings had been received for Vol. 12 of the Hunter 
Stud Book. Entries for this book would close on October 
Ist, 1929, and it was hoped to issue it to members at the 
end of the year. 

It was announced that an entry of 127 Hunters in the 
Young Stock Classes at the Royal Show at Harrogate 
and of 183 in the Riding Classes had been received. This 
compared with 94 and 147 in 1928. 

Reports were received as regards Shows and Sales of 
Young Stock got by Premium Stallions, and the Council 
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expressed their gratification on learning of the success 
attending the efforts of the Somerset County Light Horse 


when out of 130 entries, 53 changed hands for an aggregate 
of £2,073, or a trifle over £39 apiece. As 30 of these were 


Breeding Committee at their show and sale last year, | 
| 
| 


four years old and under, and 23 two years and under, 
these figures must be considered very satisfactory. Shows 
and Sales of Young Hunters would this year be held in at 
least four counties. Col. C. Spence-Colby remarked that 
these shows and sales supplied a long-felt want, whereby | 
breeders could dispose of their young hunters, and expres- | 
sed a hope that this movement might expand. 

Mr. F. H. Badge was appointed Secretary of the Society 
to fill the vacancy caused by the death of Mr. A. B. Charl- 
ton. Ten new candidates were elected members of the 
Society. 





__ Tasteless Castor Oil.—Castor oil becomes tasteless 
if beaten and thoroughly mixed with the white of an egg. 








ABSTRACTS. 


(Atypical Botryomycosis in a Horse. Nitscure. Zeitschr. 

fir Vet. Kde. 40. 12. 433—40}. 

(The original isolation of the cause of botryomycosis, 
with the opinion of various workers, is given, together with 
the different names given to it. Its apparent relationship 
to Staph. pyog. aureus is mentioned. 

Pathologico-anatomically botryomycosis closely _re- 
sembles actinomycosis. In the former, diagnosis is aided 
by the demonstration of round staphylococcal masses, 
thickly collected in mulberry-like masses ; in actinomy- 


‘ 


cosis, through the demonstration of the ‘‘ ray fungus ”’ 


with its ray-like arrangement of clubs at its edge). 


The case to be described differed in some results from 
the usual :— 

CLINICAL. —Six-years’-old brown gelding received a 
small wound and some slight pressure on the left fore leg 
by its having been hung up in a tethering rope. About 
six weeks later the horse sickened with symptoms of 
languor, temperature 40.8°C., icteric-coloured mucous 
membranes and poor appetite. Next day a state of 
great fear set in, evinced on the lightest touch or even on 
mere approaching. In addition, the animal stood in an 
indifferent manner, head down and hind quarters leaning 
against the stall partition. A shortening of the step was 
noticed in attempts to move the horse forward. The 
general condition varied, but a striking symptom was 
noticed—a rattling noise on closure of the eyelids, like the 
rapping together of finger nails. Six weeks after the 
appearance of the first symptom, a quickly-increasing 
voluminous swelling became noticeable on the left fore- 
limb; it began immediately under the front of the chest 
and reached from there to the fetlock. The swelling was 
hard, but did not pit on pressure. After a further three 
weeks similar swellings appeared under the jaw. In 
addition, there appeared in the middle of the left side 
a walnut-sized, semi-round swelling, and in front of the 
shoulder an easily movable, hard swelling just underneath 
the skin. In the course of another month a goose-egg- 
sized semi-round swelling, similar to those described, 
developed on the medial surface of the right leg. The 
horse was killed about six Jnonths after the accident, 
the provisional diagnosis being ‘* osteomalacia.” 

Autopsy FInpINes.—Removal of the skin of the fore 
tumour ”’ tissue to be of a greyish- 


“sc 


extremities showed the 
white, hard, tendinous consistency, cutting with a grating 
noise. Irregularly scattered throughout ,the mass were 
yellowish areas, about the size of mustard seeds, consisting 
of softer tissue. Occasional spots were more rose-red. 
On the inner surface of the left fore, the bone was beset 
with bony beads, of millet-seed to pepper corn size. The 
tumour mass lay chiefly between the musculature of the 
flexor carpi radialis and the front off shoots of the extensor 
carpi radialis, merging into the muscles so much that a 
separation was possible only at a few places. On the right 
fore limb the tumour lay only on the anterior border of the 
flexor carpi radialis and was here, as in the left leg, in- 
timately associated with the muscle. 

The tumour under the jaw was partly of a tendinous 
and partly of a bony consistency. 
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HistoLocicat Finpines.—All three diseased areas 
showed a similar structure. The picture was that of 
sparsely-cellular fibrous connective tissue, with little 
abscesses scattered through it. Masses of polymorphs, 
among which were lymphocytes and plasma cells, were 
demonstrable in these areas. Eosinophiles were rare. 
Red cells were scanty in number in the yellow areas, but 
more numerous in the rose-red foci. By Gram staining 
little central masses of cocci stood out, which had the 
appearance of small, round, sharply-circumscribed bodies. 
They corresponded to the structures designated by Ernst 
as “staphylococcal forms of botryomycosis.”” No 
actual zooglcea forms were seen. 

A photograph of the subject is given. 





[Czsarean Section in the Cow. (Gorzr, R., 1928. D. 

Tierarztl. Wschr. 36. 86—91).] 

The patient receives 20—30 c.c. 1 per cent. tutocain 
solution epidurally and is placed onits back, lying sideways 
to the left. The limbs are tied so as to leave a clear opera- 
tion field. The operation field, the left region of the 
belly above the udder, is depiled, disinfected and wiped 
with clean cloths. The skin incision, made parallel to the 
median line and three finger breadths lateral to the left 
subcutaneous abdominal vein, is 30—40 c.cm. long and 
starts at the udder. The fascia of the rectus muscle is 
cut through in the same direction, whilst the muscle itself 
is bluntly dissected with the knife handle. The edges of 
the wound are held apart by means of blunt hooks. The 
cutting of the inner rectus layer is in a direction perpen- 
dicular to the above incision, so that a “‘ cross ’”’ is produced. 
With one hand the uterus is gripped by forming a fold in 
its wall and, with the other, the uterus is lifted out to the 
necessary degree. On the dorsal curvature or laterally 
on the pregnant horn the uterus wall is cut through in 
the long direction of its musculature; this incision is 
dilated as much as possible so that cross tears do not occur 
in extraction of the foetus. The hand is introduced and 
the calf and, if possible, the placenta simultaneously 
removed. If the placenta is still firmly attached and 
appears healthy, only so much is removed as will interfere 
with suturing, but diseased membranes are, if possible, 
to be removed in their entirety. The two uterine muscular 
lips are stitched together and then a continuous Lembert 
suture is applied to the serous layers. The uterus is now 
swabbed with saline and lowered into the abdomen. The 
peritoneum and inner rectus muscle are sutured. Muscle 
and abdominal skin are finally united with Moser’s suture, 
using strong silk. The wound is dressed with a magnesium 
glycerine paste and a silk relaxation suture placed over this. 

The advantages of this method are—operation on re- 
cumbent animal, no hindrance through prolapsed bowel 
loops, labour pains and abdominal pressure are eliminated 
by the epidural anesthesia, the cutting through of one 
muscle only in the direction of its fibres, absence of burrow- 
ing secretion as wound is on ventral surface of belly, small 
danger of hernia, since the rumen is laid up against the 
operation site. 

By this method, the birth can be carried through in a 
relatively short time, the strength of the cow and helpers 
is spared, only the desired visible wounds are produced, 
and the life of the foetus can sometimes be saved. 





NATIONAL VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION OF 
GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 





Quarterly Meeting of Council. 





H.R.H. THE PRINCE OF WALES PATRON OF THE 
ASSOCIATION. 


The welcome announcement that H.R.H. the Prince of 
Wales has become Patron of the Association was made 
at a meeting of Council, N.V.M.A., which was held at 10 


Red Lion Square, W.C., on the afternoon of Tuesday, July 


2nd, 1929. In the absence of the President (Dr. O. 
Charnock Bradley), the Chair was occupied by Mr. J. W. 
McIntosh, and there were also present Mr. H. Bell, Lt.-Col. 
J. W. Brittlebank, Messrs. J.‘H. Carter, J. C. Coleman, 
H. J. Dawes (Hon. Secretary), Major G. W. Dunkin, Major 
F. L. Gooch, Principal F. T. G. Hobday, Major H. Kirk, 
Mr. G. P. Male, Professor James Macqueen, Major-General 
Sir John Moore, Major H. Peele, Captain J. O. Powley, 
Major D. 8S. Rabagliati, Mr. W. D. Rees, Lt.-Col. P. J. 
Simpson, Col. W. A. Wood, Professor G. H. Wooldridge, 
Capt. W. G. Wragg, and Lt.-Col. T. Dunlop Young, 
together with Mr. C. O. Langley (Solicitor) and Mr. F. 
Knight (Secretary). 

At the commencement of the proceedings, the CHAIRMAN 
said: Our President (Dr. Bradley) is unable to be with 
us to-day and he has asked me to take his place, which I 
will be very pleased to do—(hear, hear)—and with your help 
I dare say we shall be able to get through with the business 
of the meeting. The minutes have been published in the 
Revord. Is it your pleasure that they should be taken as 
read, or do you wish tiie Secretary to read them ? 

Sir Joun Moore: I move that they be taken as read. 

The Hon. SEcrETARY: I second that. 

The CHarrmMan: Then I will sign them as a correct 
record. 

Arising out of the minutes, the Secretary read the 
following letter :— 

The Certified and Grade A (Tuberculin Tested) 
Milk Producers’ Association, 
Foxglade House, Shinfield, Reading, 
14th April, 1929. 

Dear Sir,—I thank you for your letter of the 12th instant 
forwarding the Resolution passed at the Quarterly Meeting 
of your Association on April 8th, 1929. 

This Association has on two occasions had interviews, 
once with the Minister of Health and once with his Deputy, 
over this very point. We have emphatically urged that 
the nomenclature should be revised, but so far with no 
success. 

It is very encouraging to learn that your Association 
takes the sane view as we do. 

I will not only bring this resolution to the notice of our 
Council, but also to the notice of the Conference we are 
holding in Reading University on the 16th and 17th of 
this month. 

. Yours faithfully, C. Mappock, Hon. Secretary. 
The Secretary, 
National Veterinary Medical Association of 
Great Britain and Ireland, 
10 Gray’s Inn Square, London, W.C.1. 


Mr. CoLtEMAN : I might tell you, Sir, in connection with 
that communication, that I had a private letter from 
Colonel Maddock to say that the resolution was brought 
before the Conference and warmly endorsed, and that it 
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was very greatly appreciated, it being felt that much 
good might come of it. (Hear, hear.) 

Also arising, the SEcRETARY informed the Council that 
the Special Committee appointed at the previous meeting 
to consider the question of securing representation for 
the profession upon the Council of the Royal Sanitary 
Institute were not in a position to report at the present 
time. They were considering the Memorandum and 
Articles of Association of the Ipstitute. 

Mr. Goocnu: Since the date of the appointment of that 
Special Committee, Mr. Hayhurst, one of the members of 
the profession, has been elected as a member of the Council 
of the Royal Sanitary Institute. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


(1) The Secretary intimated the reteipt of communica- 
tions apologising for their absence from the President (who 
had an important engagement at Edinburgh), and from 
Mr. W. H. Brooke, Mr. J. Clarkson, Major W. J. B. DeVine, 
Mr. A. Gofton, Mr. R. Hughes, Mr. T. Eaton Jones, Capt. 
J. McAllan, Mr. J. McKinna (on account of ill-health), 
Capt. 8. J. Motton, Mr. R. B. Nelder, Capt. J. R. Rider, 
Capt. H. L. Roberts, Capt. W. Shipley, Capt. R. Simpson, 
Mr. E. Alfred West (Hon. Treasurer) and Prof. A. W. 
Whitehouse. 

The late Lady M’ Fadyean. 

(2) From Sir John M’Fadyean and family, thanking 
the Council for the expression of their deepest sympathy 
with them in the death of Lady M’Fadyean. 

The CuarrMAN : I am sure you would all wish to associate 
yourselves with the action of our President in sending a 
wreath and a letter of condolence to Sir John and his 
family. I was pleased to be able to attend the funeral 
and to represent the Association. 

Lady M’Fadyean was essentially one of ourselves. She 
was born in the profession and continuously identified 
herself with it throughout her life. It was my privilege 
to know her father and mother and the other members of 
her family, and to know them was to respect them, to 
honour them and to love them. Lady M’Fadyean, since 
she became the wife of our esteemed chief, Sir John, has 
carried on her interest in the profession whole-heartedly 
and I am sure it was with pride and joy that she shared 
her husband’s rise to world-wide repute and fame in his 
profession. . 

She will be greatly missed, but the gap will be greatest 
in the home which she graced and adorned as a wife and 
mother. I would ask you to associate yourselves in the 
usual way with this expression of regret. 

[The Council rose and stood for a moment in silence. } 


THE PRINCE OF WALES AS PATRON. 


(3) From the President, in the following terms :— 
Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, Edinburgh. 
F. Knight, Esq., Secretary, N.V.M.A., 
10 Gray’s Inn Square, 
London, W.C.1. 26th June, 1929. 
Dear Secretary,—Much to my regret, I shall not be 
able to be present at the meeting of Council next week, 
My regret in any case would have been very real, but 
it is all the greater because I had hoped to have the 
privilege of making in person an announcement that J 
regard as of considerable significance as touching the 
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dignity and prestige of the Association. In my unavoid- 
able absence, I must ask you, on my behalf, to inform 
my fellow-members that H.R.H. the Prince of Wales 
has graciously consented to be Patron of the Association. 

For some time it has appeared to me very desirable 
that the Association should have as Patron a member of 
the Royal House, after the example of the British Medical 
Association. Now, thanks to the kind offices of Sir John 
Moore, this is an accomplished fact, and, I feel sure, will 
be a source of much gratification to all the members of 
the Association. 

Yours faithfully, O. CoarNocK BRADLEY. 
The SecretTARY also read the following letters in this 
connection :— 
St. James’s Palace, S.W. 
April 30th, 1929. 

Dear Sir John,—Sir Godfrey Thomas has passed to me 
your letter of the 14th April, and I have to-day submitted 
your request to the Prince of Wales, who will be very 
pleased to become the Patron of the National Veterinary 
Medical Association, 

Yours sincerely, LioneL HALseEy, 
Comptroller. 

Major-General Sir John Moore, K.C.M.G., C.B. 


National Veterinary Medical Association of Great 
Britain and Ireland. 
10 Gray’s Inn Square, London, W.C.1. 
2nd May, 1929. 

His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales. 

Your Royal Highness,—It is my esteemed privilege 
to beg acceptance of the most grateful thanks of the 
National Veterinary Medical Association of Great 
Britain and Ireland for the gracious consent of Your 
Royal Highness to become the Patron of the Association, 
and to say that the Association is deeply sensible of the 
high honour thus conferred upon it. 

Your Royal Highness’s Most Obedient Servant, 

O. CHARNOCK BRADLEY, President. 

The Council received the foregoing communications 
with loud applause. 

The CuarrMAn : I need hardly say, gentlemen, that that 
is a very satisfactory letter to receive. (Applause.) 

The Hon. Secretary : I should like to propose a hearty 
vote of thanks to Sir John Moore for what he has done in 
the matter. 

The CHarRMAN: I am sure we all second that. (Hear, 
hear.) 

Sir Joun Moore: Thank you, gentlemen, but E do not 
think it is at all necessary, for it was easily,done ; it was 
only a question of a private note, that was all. 

(4) From the Secretary of the Royal Agricultural Society 
of England, stating :— 

“I have been instructed by the Council of the Royal 
Agricultural Society of England, to forward you the 
enclosed report on Sheep Scab. 

‘* It is hoped that your Association will use it in any way 
it thinks advisable in order to educate public opinion to 
the seriousness of the present position. 

“It is suggested that copies might be sent to your 
Association’s Divisions asking for their co-operation, and 
if you will kindly let me know how many copies you will 
require for this purpose, I shall be glad to supply them.” 

[The report to which reference is made is that of a con- 
ference held on March 6th, 1929, at which the Minister of 
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Agriculture, attended by Mr. J. Jackson, M.R.C.V.S,, 
Captain Briscoe, M.P., and Mr. Houghton, received a 
deputation from the Royal Agricultural Society and the 
National Sheep Breeders’ Association, in order to discuss 
what would be done to lessen, and if possible stamp out, 
sheep scab in Great Britain. | 

Major Hospay proposed, Mr. MALE seconded, and it 
was agreed, that copies of the report be procured and 
forwarded to the Divisions, asking for their co-operation. 
It was further agreed that 4 copy be remitted to the 
Editorial Committee of the Association, for use in such a 


manner as that committee should deem the most ser- 


viceable. 

(5) From the Librarian of the R.C.V.S. War Memorial 
Library, conveying the thanks of the Council of the College 
for the gift of the Year Book of the Copenhagen Veterinary 
School, received by the Association in exchange for the 
Veterinary Record. 

PROPOSED ALTERATION IN CONSTITUTION OF COUNCIL, 


In reference to the proposed addition to Article 59 of 
the Association’s Articles of Association (providing for an 
addition to the Council of 25 representatives previously 
nominated by members of the Association and elected by 
them by ballot prior to the Annual Meeting), the Secre- 
TARY reported that since the last meeting of Council several 
replies had been received in response to the Council's 
request to Divisions that they should discuss this matter, 
but that there were still 15 or more replies to be received. 
It was decided that those Divisions from which no replies 
had been received should be pressed for an early response, 
the urgency of the matter—in view of the approach of the 
Annual General Meeting—being pointed out to them. 

ELEcTION oF NEw MemBers.—The following gentlemen, 
who had fulfilled requirements as to nomination and who 
had paid their subscriptions, were duly elected as members 
of the Association: Messrs. J. McClure Barry (Belfast), 
J. Cowper Blake (Newport, Isle of Wight), L. W. Bovett 
(Bridgwater), James A. Bradley (Londonderry), J. W. 
Bruford (Sevenoaks), E. R. Callender (Ministry of Agricul- 
ture, London), 8. J. Gilbert (Jaffa, Palestine), P. Lloyd 
(Maidenhead), G. McKenzie (Kilmarnock), TP. b. Riley 
(Patna, India), W. Caulfield Smith (Minehead), Q. A. 
Stewart (Ayr), E. L. Stroud (London, W.1), and Wm. F. 
Wilson (Hodnet, Salop). 


Reports OF COMMITTEES. 


EDITORIAL COMMITTEE. 

The report of this Committee was read, as follows, by 
the Chairman of the Committee (Sir John Moore), who 
moved its reception and adoption :— 


A gratifying feature of the work of Record publication 
during the past quarter has been the increase in the stan- 
dard number of advertisement pages from 12 to 14, this 
following closely upon a similar increase necessitated by the 
number of announcements which had been secured during 
the preceding quarter. The Committee have thus been 
able to produce a 36-page paper without having to make 
any additional call upon the finances of the Association. 

Owing to the pressure of material, however, it has been 
occasionally necessary to produce papers of 40 pages, and 
the Committee are glad to record that Messrs. Hudson 
and Son, the printers of the Record, have made them a 
reduction on the standard rate of the cost of production 
of a paper of this size. 





Important additions to the Record exchange list have 
been effected during the past quarter, in the following 
respects: With the Scottish Farmer, North British Agri- 
culturist, Journal of the Institute of Hygiene, and Revue 
Vétérinaire, Toulouse. 

The Committee have been glad to continue their efforts 
to secure support amongst members of the profession for 
the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund and the National 
Veterinary Benevolent and Mutual Defence Society by the 
publication not only of announcements in the advertise- 
ment columns, but of leading articles and other matter. 

The Committee have given consideration to the question 
of the cost of the reproduction of illustrations, graphs, etc., 
accompanying papers to be presented at Congress, and they 
are of opinion that the Association should bear the cost of 
the reproduction of such illustrations, etc., as are essential 
to the author’s purpose, but that authors should be re- 
quested to keep their requirements in this direction within 
reasonable limits. 

Major DuNKIN seconded the motion. 

Colonel BritrLeBANK: Perhaps you would allow me, 
as representing the two societies whose chief business is 
charity, just to say how much we appreciate the kindness 
extended to us by the Veterinary Record. We hope that 
that kindness is deserved and that it will be repeated in 
the future. Thank you very much. (Applause.) 

The motion was carried without further discussion. 


FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE. 


Colonel Simpson (Chairman) read and moved the 


reception of the following report of this Committee :— 

The Finance and General Purposes Committee has held 
two meetings during the past quarter. 

The Committee has devoted close attention to sub- 
scriptions in arrear, and following the procedure adopted 
in previous years, those members, numbering 130, who 
have still to pay the current year’s subscription have been 
given one month’s notice that the despatch of the Record 
to them will be suspended with the issue of June 29th, 
until such time as the subscription is paid. 

After a full discussion of the matter, the Committee 
recommends to the Council that a sum not exceeding £50 
be paid to the President towards the out-of-pocket ex- 
penses incurred by him in carrying out his duties as such, 
during his year of office. 

At each meeting the Treasurer has presented a Statement 
of Accounts for the preceding month, together with a list of 
liabilities which the Committee has approved for payment. 

The finances of the Association during the period under 
notice will be dealt with by the Treasurer in his report. 

The report having been adopted, on the proposition of 


Col. BRITTLEBANK, seconded by Mr. Goocn, 

The CHAIRMAN said: I am sure you will all regret that 
our Treasurer is not with us. For business and health 
reasons Mr. West has not been able to attend at our 
meetings as frequently as he would have liked, but he has 
consented to carry on in his office as Treasurer if we will 
accept him under these conditions. I am sure that we 
are all very pleased to do that. (Hear, hear.) I will 
call upon the Secretary to read the Hon. Treasurer’s 
report. 

The Secretary then read the Hon. Treasurer’s statement 
of accounts for the months of April and May, those to the 
end of March having been furnished at the last meeting of 
Council. The figures showed that on May 31st the balance 
at the bank to the Association’s credit was £803 14s. 0d., 
and this permitted a sum of £250 being placed to deposit 
on June 19th. 
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The CHAIRMAN : I think, gentlemen, that the statement 
we have just heard is very satisfactory. It does not call, 
I think, for any comments; it is simply a statement of 
facts. 

Colonel Stmpson: Arising out of that statement, I do 
not desire to comment on the figures at all, but to ask if it 
would not be possible for these statements to be circulated 
prior to our quarterly meetings, so that we might be 
afforded a little time in which to digest the figures, thus 
promoting perhaps a little better discussion than can 
follow the present somewhat precipitate method of placing 
them before us. I beg to move, Sir, that this be done. 

Colonel BRITTLEBANK : I second that. 

This was agreed. 


Joint Sus-CoMMITTEE O¥ EDITORIAL. AND FINANCE CoM- 
MITTEES 7e THE OFFICE AND THE “VETERINARY RECORD.” 


An interim report of this Sub-Committee was read by 
Major DuNKIN (Chairman), and was received and adopted, 
subject to the deletion of point C, on the proposition of 
Colonel BRITTLEBANK, seconded by Mr. CoLEMAN. 


APPOINTMENTS COMMITTEE. 


Professor MACQUEEN (Chairman) read this Committee's 
report, which was as follows :— 


A meeting of the Appointments Committee was held at 
10 Gray’s Inn Square, W.C.1, on Tuesday, July 2nd, 1929. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
confirmed. 

Arising from the minutes, a communication was read 
from the Clerk to the Midlothian County Council acknow- 
ledging receipt of the Association’s views regarding the 
salary offered by that body for the post of County Veter- 
inary Officer. . 

As it was reported that the post had been filled at the 
salary originally fixed by the County Council, the Com- 
mittee decided to take no further steps in the matter. 

Correspondence that had passed between the Medical 
Officer of Health for Wiltshire and the General Secretary 
concerning salaries for whole-time Veterinary Officers was 
submitted and approved. 


Professor Macqueen’s motion for the reception aid 
adoption of the report was seconded by Colonel Simpson 
and carried without discussion. 


ORGANISING COMMITTEE. 

In the absence of the Chairman of this Comumittee 
(Capt. J. R. Rider) the following report was read by Sir 
JOHN Moore :-— 

The Organising Committce met at 10 Gray’s Inn Square, 
W.C.1, on Tuesday, July 2nd, 1929. 

In Capt. Rider’s absence, Major-General Sir John Moore 
was voted to the Chair. . 

The Secretary was instructed to convey to Capt. Rider 
an expression of the Committee’s sympathy with Mrs. 
Rider and himself in the serious illness of the former and 
its best wishes for her speedy restoration to health. 

A report of the items of information circulated to the 
Press during the past quarter was submitted and approved. 

Careful consideration was given to the replies received 
from Divisions in England and Wales relative to the draft 
scheme for the provision of free veterinary treatment for 
sick animals of the poor which was circulated to them at 
the request of the Council of the Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons. 

The Committee considers that the best procedure to 
follow would be to forward replies as received from Divisions 
to the Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons. 
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It was agreed that the best thanks of the Committee be 
accorded to the Chairman (Capt. Rider) for all the trouble 
to which he has gone in summarising the replies received 
from the Divisions for the information of the Committee, 


After discussion, it was resolved that the report of the 
Organising Committee be adopted. It was further agreed 
that a communication received from Sir James Douglas 
in reference to the subject dealt with in the fifth paragraph 
of the report should also be forwarded to the Secretary of 
the Royal College. 


VETERINARY OFFICERS’ AND PuBLIC HEALTH COMMITTEE. 


Mr. G. P. MALE (Chairman) read this report, moving 
its reception and adoption :— 


A meeting of the Veterinary Officers’ and Public Health 
Committee was held at 10 Gray’s Inn Square, W.C.1, on 
Tuesday, July 2nd, 1929. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been 
published in the Veterinary Record, were taken as read 
and signed as correct. 

Arising out of the minutes, correspondence was sub- 
mitted in further reference to the remarks attributed to 
a member of the Worcestershire Agricultural Committee 
to the effect that a number of valuable cattle at the County 
Mental Hospital had been slaughtered because of the 
unreliability of the tuberculin tests. 

It was-felt that no definite line of action could be decided 
upon pending the receipt of replies to certain questions 
addressed by the Association to the veterinary surgeon 
concerned. 

Also arising from the minutes, reports were received 
from Major Rabagliati and Capt. Simpson relative to the 
administration in ——- of the Diseases of Animals Acts. 

The Committee accepted with thanks Major Rabagliati’s 
offer to discuss further with the Medical Officer of Health 
for ——-— the points which he had previously brought to 
his notice. The view of the Committee was that this 
line of action would he preferable to making representations 
officially. 

The Committee had before them a letter from the Hon. 
Secretary of the Certified and Grade A (T.T.) Milk Pro- 
ducers’ Association concerning fees for the clinical inspec- 
tion of cattle and the application to them of the tuberculin 
test every six months under the Ministry of Health’s 
Regulations for providing Grade A ('T.T.) Milk. 

After discussion, it was agreed to subinit this conmunica- 
tion to Council. 

Mr. MALE proceeded to read the following communica- 
tion, to which reference was made in the Committee's 
report :— 

The Certified and Grade A (‘Tuberculin 'Tested) 
Milk Producers’s Association, 
loxglade House, Shinfield, Reading, 
The Secretary, 20th May, 1929. 
National Veterinary Medical Association, 
10 Gray’s Inn Square, W.C.1. 

Dear Sir,—'’he question has again been raised concern- 
ing the fees charged by veterinary surgeons for the clinical 
inspection and an application of the tuberculin test every 
six months to cattle under the Ministry of Health’s regula- 
tions for providing Grade A (T.T.) Milk. Many members 
of this Association and others have complained that the 
fees per cow vary in different areas from 6s. per cow twice 
a year to double that amount. 

1 am also informed that many Dairy Farmers will not 
attempt to obtain licences for the production of Grade A 
(T.T.) milk, as besides the loss due to reactors, they cannot 
afford the fees charged by some veterinary surgeons for 
the test. 

In January, 1926, the old Grade A (‘T.T.) Milk Producers’ 
Association asked your Association ‘“‘What would be a 
reasonable fee*? ”’ 

The Veterinary Inspectors’ Committee of your Associa- 
tion very kindly replied that it was not possible to formu- 
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late a scale of fees which would be acceptable in all areas 
and that an endeavour was to be made to prepare a scale 
of fees for milk and dairy work which would be acceptable 
in all areas. Unfortunately, I presume this has not been 
found possible. 

I am writing to know if you would very kindly bring 
the matter before your Association with the following 
suggestion: Would it be possible to fix a fair fee, say 7s. 
per test, and ask Government to contribute 2s. or 2s. 6d. 
towards it ? 

This would then allow the dairy farmer, thinking of 
taking up the production of Grade A (T.T.) milk, to know 
definitely the expense of having his cattle tested. 

Yours faithfully, C. Mappock, Hon. Secretary, 

The motion for the reception and adoption of the report 
was seconded by Colonel Simpson. 

Major DuNKIN: May I draw attention to what I regard 
as the ambiguous wording of the reference to the tuberculin 
test contained in the last paragraph but one of the report ? 
I think the time has arrived when the particular tuberculin 
test should be specified. 

Mr. MALE: I think it is quite plain that the test referred 
to is the one required by the Ministry of Health for the 
purposes of their Grade A _ (tuberculin tested), and 
Certified milk. 

Major Dunkin: Is it not a fact that the Ministry of 
Health permit both the subcutaneous and the intradermal 
tests to-day ? 

Mr. Mate: Yes; we would have to consider both 
tests. 


Major Dunkin: I think there is a tremendous lot in 
this report, and I would like to suggest that it would have 
been useful if we had had more information before us 
before-hand, so that we could have had an opportunity of 
digesting some of the material contained therein. 

Mr. Mate: I think the Committee had it in their minds 
that they had tried a good many times, and had spent a 
great deal of time in the process, to fix a scale of fees for 
these tests, and it had been found almost impossible to get 
a fixed scale that would be agreed to by members in 
different parts of the country, because conditions vary so 
greatly. If the Council wish the Committee ‘to attempt 
to fix a fee, we might make an endeavour to do so, but we 
should like to have any suggestions that the Council, in 
their wisdom, think it advisable to make. 

Mr. CoLEMAN: It was felt by the Committee that this 
matter really involved approaching the Ministry of Health, 
and we did not feel that we had the power to do that 
without first obtaining the consent of the Council. It 


would be a great step forward to induce the dairy farmer 


to produce Grade A (T.T.) milk, and it is worth trying to 
get the Ministry to recommend the Treasury to give a sum 
towards the testing of cows, and, if they like, the Ministry 
can suggest the fee to be paid, if they can do so. 

The Cuarrman: I think it is obvious that this matter 
requires both time and thought, and that we cannot do 
much to-day in regard to it. 

The Hon. Secretary: Can the Council give us some 
suggestions ? 

Colonel BRiITTLEBANK : I think there are many members 
here who would be glad to help the Committee, if the 
Committee want help afterwards. 

The Council adopted the Committee’s report, subject 
to the reference back of that part which concerned the 
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communication from The Certified and Grade A (Tuber- 
culin Tested) Milk Producers’ Association. 


Report of Joint Meeting of Veterinary Officers’ and Public 
Health and Parliamentary Committees. 


Upon the motion of Mr. Coteman, seconded by Colonel 
BRITTLEBANK, the following report was received and 
adopted :— 


A joint meeting of the Veterinary Officers’ and Public 
Health and Parliamentary Committees was held at 10 
Gray’s Inn Square, W.C.1, on Tuesday, July 2nd, 1929, 
Mr. J. C. Coleman being in the chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been 
published in the Veterinary Record, were taken as read 
and signed as correct. 

Copies of the Local Government Act, 1929, and the 
Local Government (Scotland) Act, 1929, were presented. 


PROVISIONAL COMMITTEE. 


In the absence of the Chairman of this Committee 
(Major Douglas), the report of this Committee was read by 
the SEcRETARY, as follows :— 


17 Wellington Square, Ayr, 
Ist Juiy, 1929. 
Ayr CONGRESS. 


For the information of the Council, I have to submit 
the following report of the arrangements made, since my 
last report of 5th April, by the Executive Sub-Committee 
of the Provisional Committee for this year’s Congress. 

With much of this report members of the Council will 
already be familiar, through notices which have appeared 
from time to time in the Veterinary Record, but repetition 
appears necessary to make the report complete. 

As the railway companies have now reduced the minimum 
guaranteed number of travellers necessary to obtain cheap 
fare concessions to one hundred, the Committee applied 
for this concession, which has been granted, and return tickets 
to Ayr will be issued from all stations in Great Britain and 
from Irish Ports, from 30th August, at single fare and a 
third, valid to return any day up to 7th September. To 
obtain this concession a voucher signed by me must be 
presented at the booking office. It is hoped that all 
members travelling to Ayr by train will avail themselves 
of this concession. 


Academic dress will be worn on several occasions during 
Congress week, and, for the convenience of members who 
do not possess gowns, Messrs. Ede and Ravenscroft have 
undertaken to make a number of gowns for hiring pur- 
poses ; the charge for the hire of gown and hat, for one week 
will be 10s. 6d., plus 9d. carriage. Application for gowns 
on hire should be made on a special post-card which may 
be obtained either from me or direct from the makers. 

The Town Council of Ayr has accepted the invitation to 
accompany the members of the Congress to Service in the 
Old Church of Ayr on Ist September. 

The destination of the Sunday afternoon outing will be 
Culzean Castle, Maybole, as anticipated in my former 
report, while for tea a halt will be made at Turnberry 
Hotel. 

Considerable progress has been made with the arrange- 
ments for “Operations Day.’ One new feature to be 
introduced is an exhibition of interesting morbid specimens. 
A notice giving detailed arrangements for this exhibition 
will appear in an early number of the Record. I enclose a 
copy of the draft time-table, and, as you will observe, 
several items are not yet definitely arranged for, while some 
can only be included in the final programme provided 
suitable subjects are obtainable. 

With reference to the Trade Exhibition, the room 
available this year is considerably smaller than the one 
occupied at Newcastle, and it was feared that exhibitors’ 
requirements as to space could not be fully met. For 
various reasons a number of exhibitors in former years have 
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not taken stands this year, and the hall will be comfort- 
ably filled by meeting the full requirements of applicants. 
This drop in the number of stands will represent a con- 
siderable decrease in revenue which has been available in 
former years towards the general expenses of the Congress. 

We have had_a slight disappointment in connection with 
the amateur dramatic entertainment arranged for the 
Tuesday evening on behalf of the Victoria Veterinary 
Benevolent Fund, in that the second Club, which we had 
hoped would assist, find they are unable to do so. The 
Ayr Amateur Players are therefore supplying the whole 
programme and will present four one-act plays :—‘‘ Rosa-. 
lind,” by J. M. Barrie; ‘‘ The Highwayman,” by J. H; 
McCarthy ; ‘‘ The Price of Coal,’”’ by Harold Brighouse ; 
and ‘‘ The Wooin’ o’t,”” by G. W. D. Cocker. With such, 
a@ programme a most enjoyable evening is assured and it 
is hoped that, as a result, the Benevolent Fund will receive 
a satisfactory contribution. 

With the Congress meeting at this county of golf courses 
it was felt that a golf competition should find a place in the 
programme ; this will be held on Monday afternoon as an 
alternative to the outing to Alloway, provided a sufficient 
number of entries is received. The venue of the com- 
petition has still to be arranged, and will depend to some 
extent on the number of entries. The competition will 
consist of one medal round under handicap, and Dr. 
Bradley has kindly offered to provide a prize. 

With reference to games, the Town Council have granted 
the use of the Corporation golf courses and tennis courts to 
members attending the Congress. 

In my former report I mentioned that visits to the 
famous Craigie Mains stud of Clydesdales and to herds of 
pedigree Ayrshire cattle would form part of the programme ; 
to these an addition falls to be made. Colonel Kennedy’s 
well-known herd of Aberdeen-Angus cattle at Doonholm 
may be visited on Tuesday afternoon as an alternative 
to the Craigie Mains outing; the party for Doonholm 
will be limited to fifty. 

Regarding visits to Ayrshire herds on Friday afternoon, 
the arrangements for these are not yet complete. It will 
be necessary to divide the members into parties of about 
fifty, and it is proposed to take each party to two herds 
on farms where either Certified or Grade A (tuberculin 
tested) milk is being produced. It is proposed to arrange 
definitely for three parties and to have a fourth pair of 
herds in reserve should these be necessary. It is hoped to 
have the details of Friday afternoon’s programme arranged 
in a week or two, when they will appear in the Record. 
Members will be given their choice of which pair of herds 
they wish to inspect, and their wishes will be met as far 
as numbers will permit. 

In view of outings of various kinds in which the ladies 
may take part having been arranged for each day except 
Wednesday, it is the general feeling that no definite 
arrangements should be made for their entertainment 
during the forenoons. One exception, however, is to be 
made, and a visit to the Newton Carpet Works of Messrs. 
Gray and Sons has been tentatively arranged, but the time 
of the visit has not yet been fixed. 

As a result of keen bus competition, we have been able 
to fix the price of tickets for the outings at a most reason- 
able figure, so that with cheap railway fares and plenty-of 
good boarding houses available at from 9s. to 12s. a day, 
attendance at the Congress need involve only a very 
moderate expenditure. 

The Committee has decided not to repeat the experiment 
made last year of publishing a souvenir handbook. 

Two remaining items appear necessary to make the 
Congress a success ; one is good weather, which we cannot 
arrange for, the other is a large attendance, which is in 
the hands of the members themselves. 

A. Dovatas, Local Secretary. 


The report was received and adopted, the CHarmMAN 
commenting (amidst applause): ‘“‘It is evident that 
matters are getting on very well, and I think the report 
is an excellent one.” 
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Tue AssocrATIon’s Mitk LEGISLATION REPRESENTATIONS 
TO THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH. 


The next business before the Council was to receive the 
report of the Deputation which recently visited the Minis- 
try of Health concerning the administration of the Milk 
and Dairies (Consolidation) Act, 1915, and the Milk and 
Dairies Order, 1926. 

This report was read by the SecrETARY, as follows :— 

The President, Col. Brittlebank, Mr. Male and Capt. R. 
Simpson attended by appointment at the Ministry of 
Health on Wednesday, April 10th, 1929, and were received 
by Mr. Beckett and Dr. Hamill, of the Ministry of Health, 
and Mr. Cabot, of the Veterinary Department, Ministry 
of Agriculture. 

The statement supplied to the Ministry of Health on 
March 9th, calling attention to the desirability of securing 
a more uniform and consistent procedure as regards the 
examination of dairy herds as laid down in Article 8 of 
Part IV of the Order, and the necessity for wider use being 
made of the powers available for taking samples of milk 
for bacteriological examination, was discussed, and each 
member of the deputation spoke in support of it. 

Mr. Beckett promised that the case which the deputation 
had submitted would receive consideration, but he was very 
doubtful whether anything could be done about the Asso- 
ciation’s recommendations at present. Personally, he 
thought that the Ministry had to gain a little more experi- 
ence of the working of the Order before coming to any 
definite conclusions and, as the recommendations put 
forward by the deputation called for additional expenditure 
by local authorities, it seemed to him that the Ministry 
could hardly advise local authorities to adopt them until 
it was quite certain they were absolutely necessary. 

The President then said that if the Ministry liked to 
invite the Association to prepare a scheme of veterinary 
inspection under the Order, as mentioned by Colonel 
Brittlebank, he felt sure the Council would be very glad 
indeed to prepare one. 

The CHarrMAN: You have heard the report. Mr. Male, 
have you anything further to add to this? — 

Mr. Mate: I do not think there is anything further L 
can usefully add. We were received very sympathetically, 
but, as the report states, as our suggestions involved a 
question of expense to the local authority, they were not 
prepared to recommend theig adoption. 

The CHarRMAN: I think we should record a very hearty 
vote of thanks to our deputation for their services. 
(Applause. ) 


Roya Institute oF PuBLIC HEALTH CONGRESS. 

The Secretary now read Lieut.-Col. T. DUNLop Youna’s 
report as delegate to the Royal Institute of Public Health 
Congress, 1929. The report was as follows :— 

This Congress was held in Zurich from the 15th to the 
20th May, 1929, and for the first time a Veterinary Medicine 
and Meat Hygiene Section was included. The Presidents 
were Professors W. Frei, V.M.D., Director of the Veterinary 
Institute of Pathology and Bacteriology of the University of 
Zurich, and Professor J. 8. Jones, D.V.Sc.,M.Sc., F.R.C.V.S., 
President of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
London, and Director of Veterinary Science, University of 
Liverpool. Vice-Presidents: Messrs. H. Baer, Zurich ; 
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H. Begg, Lanark; J. Brittlebank, Manchester: O. Biirgi, 
Zurich ; J. B. Buxton, Cambridge ; W. Chaudet, Lusanne ; 
U. Diirst, Berne; E. P. Edwards, Wales; E. Graub, 
Berne ; H. Huisser, Zurich ; . Hugenin, Zurich; J. H. 
Jones, Glamorgan; T. Eaton Jones, Liverpool; Dr. 
Leighton, Edinburgh; Ch. Margadaut, Chur; T. F. Spen- 
cer, Kettering; and T. Dunlop Young, London. Secre- 
taries: Dr. Riedmiiller, Zurich ; H. V. Hughes, Liverpool ; 
and R. L. Higgins, London. 

The attendance of British veterinary surgeons was very 
disappointing. The following were present: Messrs. 
Begg, Eaton Jones, Howard Jones, H. V. Hughes and 
Dunlop Young. There was a fair attendance of Swiss 
veterinary surgeons, and some very good papers were 
read, including (1) The Presidential Address: ‘* The 
Role of Veterinary Science in Public Hygiene,’ by Pro- 
fessor Frei ; (2) ‘‘ Food Intoxication in Animals,”’ by Prof. 
Zwicky, Zurich; (3) ‘“ Food Intoxication in Horses,”’ by 
Prof. O. Biirgi, Zurich ; (4) ‘‘ The Public Health Aspect of 
Animal Management,’ by Prof. J. F. Craig, Dublin; (5) 
“The Organisation of the Eradication of Animal Diseases 
in Switzerland,” by Prof. Burgi, Berne ; (6) ‘‘ The Organisa- 
tion of Meat Inspection in Switzerland,” by Prof. A. 
Krupski, Zurich ; (7) ‘‘ The Production, Preparation and 
Inspection of Imported Meat,”” by Dunlop Young, London 
(lantern demonstration) ; (8) ‘* The Domestic Animals as 
a National Asset,” by Prof. Share Jones, Liverpool ; 
(9) Cows’ Milk and the National Health,”’ by Prof. Kenwood, 
London; (10) ‘‘ Tuberculous Bovines and Tuberculous 
Milk,” by J. W. Brittlebank, Manchester; (11) ‘ The 
Scottish Milk Feeding Investigation in Schools,” by J. B. 
Orr and G. Leighton ; (12) ‘‘ Some Effects of Heat on the 
Composition and Nutritive Properties of Milk,’ by H. E. 
Magee, Aberdeen (lantern demonstration); (13) ‘‘ New 
Investigations on Constitution and Disposition,’ by Prof. 
Diirst, Berne ; (14) ‘ Immunisiaton against Tuberculosis 
with B.C.G. Vaccine and Freidmann’s Bacillus in the 
Canton of Zurich,” by H. Baer; (15) ** Goitre in Domes- 
ticated Animals,’ by Prof. Hugenin ; and (16) ‘* Protozoa 
in Connection with Abortion in Cattle,’’ by L. Riedmiiller, 
Zurich. 

Sir Arnold Theiler, K.C.M.G., Dr. Leighton, Dr. Wil- 
loughby (Medical Officer of Health, City of London), Dr. 
White (Medical Officer of Health, Port of London), Dr. 
Rutherford (Edinburgh), and Dr. Kenwood attended the 
Veterinary Section. ;. 

The Inaugural Meeting was held in the ‘“‘Aula”’ of the 
University, where Lord Meston delivered an excellent 
address on ** Health and Civilization.” There was a very 
large attendance, consisting of representatives from many 
countries. After delivery of the address, Lord Meston 
was made an Honorary M.D. of the University of Zurich 
and an Honorary Fellow of the Royal Institute of Public 
Health. In the evening a reception was given in the 
Dolder Grand Hotel by the authorities of the Canton and 
the City of Zurich, followed by dinner and dancing. Glee- 
singers (male voices) selected from Zurich choirs rendered 
some very fine native songs, including a Swiss yodel song, 
and a girl chorus sang some fine Italian Canton airs. 

Prof. W. Frei, V.M.D., Director of the Veterinary 
Institute of Pathology and Bacteriology of the University 
of Zurich, who speaks very good English, ably presided 
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during the first and second days. Sir Arnold Theiler, who 
has a general knowledge of several languages, took part in 
all the discussions and was of great assistance in trans- 
lating the remarks of those who spoke. 

From a veterinary point of view, Prof. Biirgi’s paper on 
‘** The Organisation of the Eradication of Animal Diseases 
in Switzerland,”’ was most interesting and will eventually, 
I hope, be published in the Veferinary Record. ‘‘ The 
Organisation of Meat Inspection in Switzerland,” by Prof. 
Krupski, with lantern slides, showed the progress in this 
branch of veterinary work. Meat inspection is compulsory 
and in every place of importance the work is entrusted to 
veterinary officers. Prof. Diirst read an interesting paper 
on “Selection and Improvement in the Breeding of 
Animals.”’ Col. Young’s address was supplemented by 
lantern slides, showing the enormous progress of meat 
production, the best types of animals to breed, the transport 
of live animals and dead meat. The organisation and 
equipment of a modern frigorifico created much interest, 
and requests were made for photos of the types of animals 
shown. On Friday, 17th, Prof. Share Jones was unfor- 
tunately absent and Col. Young took his place as President. 
The paper presented by Dr. Jones had to be taken as read, 
due to limited time. The excellent paper on ‘* Cows’ Milk 
and National Health,” by Prof. Kenwood, was more 
suitable for the Medical than for the Veterinary Section. 
The paper by Col. Brittlebank was read by Col. Young and 
a considerable amount of discussion took place on the 
value of inspection under the Tuberculosis Order. Those 
who spoke included Messrs. Eaton Jones, Begg and Howard 
Jones. There seemed a consensus of opinion that inspec- 
tion of cows is very necessary, that it should be uniform 
throughout the country at regular intervals and that 
improvement in the hygienic conditions of the cowsheds 
is an essential feature of the campaign of eradication of 
the disease. A very educative paper by Drs. Orr and 
Leighton on ** The Scottish Milk Feeding Investigation in 
Schools ** was read by Dr. Leighton. This paper was like 
that of Dr. Kenwood, and one by Dr. Magee on *‘ Some of 
the Effecis of Heat on the Composition and Nutritive 
Properties of Milk ’*’—more suited for the Medical Section 
than for the Veterinary Officers’ Section. One very 
interesting feature of Dr. Leighton’s paper was the value 
of separated milk, which was proved to be much higher in 
feeding value than oxpected. The paper showed that, 
apart from ‘butter fat, the separated milk contains some 
vitamins which are valuable for young children. 


On Friday, 17th, Prof. V. Diirst, University of Berne, 
read in English an interesting paper on ‘‘ New Investiga- 
tions of Constitution and Disposition.”” Some good lantern 
slides were shown by the reader, who spoke in English. 
Dr. Baer, V.M.D., Chief Veterinary Officer, Zurich, read 
a paper on * Immunisation against Tuberculosis with 
B.G.C. Vaccine and with Freidmann’s Bacillus in the 
Canton of Zurich.”’ Sir Arnold Theiler translated the 
essence of the paper and added to it his own instructive 
opinions, and also referred to Watson’s work in Canada. 
Prof. Huguenin, Director of Veterinary Pathology, Univer- 
sity of Berne, read a paper on ‘ Goitre in Domesticated 
Animals,” and this was followed by a paper from Dr. 
Riedmiiller, one of the secretaries, on ‘‘ Protozoa in con- 
nection with Abortion in Cattle.” Interest in this dis- 
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covery was added to by a cinematograph film of those 
protozoa very active in media. 

Visits were made to various places, the most interesting 
from a veterinary point of view being the public abattoir, 
where the Veterinary Director conducted the party over 
the fine buildings which, although twenty years old, are 
superior to nearly all the abattoirs in Britain. The 
inspection and stamping of the carcases and organs, the 
disposal of offals, and general hygiene were admirable. 
All animals were stunned prior to bleeding, the Schermer 
captive bolt pistol being the instrument used. It seemed 
very effective and the Director stated that every one is 
thoroughly satisfied with it. Many pigs were killed in our 
presence and no second shot was required. Much discussion 
has taken place in this country as to animals being slaugh- 
tered in the presence of other animals. In the Zurich 
abattoirs we saw cattle standing in the slaughter-hall where 
killing and dressing were in operation without any screen 
to prevent view of the carcases. The animals were led up 
to be slaughtered alongside of carcases being dressed and 
they did not seem to resist in the slightest degree. ‘This 
must have been interesting to those who have argued that 
an animal knows when one of its species has been killed, 
and exhibits its knowledge by fear, trembling and resist- 
ance. Pleasure was given by a motor boat trip on Lake 
Zurich, with music on board, and dinner in a restaurant 
on the side of the lake. The pureness of the atmosphere and 
the general cleanliness of towns and villages were noticeable 
features of the country. 

Tribute is due to all the members of the veterinary 
profession who welcomed their British confréres ; friend- 
ships were made which will, we hope, be renewed at the 
International Congress in 1930 in London. Special thanks 
are due to Sir A. Theiler, Prof. F. Frei, Prof. Diirst, and 
Prof. Biirgi. Dr. Reidmiiller was very attentive as Hon. 
Secretary, and it would be impossible to speak in too high 
terms of the energy and ability displayed by Mr. Hughes, 
B.V.Se., as British Hon. Secretary, without whose aid the 
Section would not have been such a success. While it is 
true that attendance at these congresses involves time and 
money, it is absolutely necessary that they be attended by 
members of our profession, as members of the medical 
profession do; otherwise, representatives of City and 
County Councils will not know the value of veterinary 
hygiene in public health work. 

The CHarRMAN: I am sure we are very much indebted 
to Colonel Young for attending as our delegate and for his 


jnteresting report. (Hear, hear.) 


SueGESTED Ayr Con@RESss Discussion ON MILK DESIGNA- 
TIONS. 


The next business before the Council was to consider 
a suggestion that the Provisional Committee should be 
asked by the Council to make arrangements for a discussion 
at the Ayr Congress of the designations employed in the 
Milk (Special Designations) Orders. 

Mr. Mate: Colonel Brittlebank, who has had to leave, 
has asked me to propose that there should be a discussion 
at Ayr of the designations employed in the Milk (Special 
Designations) Orders. He thinks it is a very important 
matter and one which might very usefully be discussed at 


(Continued at foot of next column.) 
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Opening of the New Veterinary Hospital at Liverpool 
University. 


(CONTRIBUTED. ) 

An important step towards the completion of the equip- 
ment of the School of Veterinary Science at Liverpool 
University was taken on the afternoon of Friday, June 
28th, when the new veterinary hospital buildings were 
opened by Lord Howard de Walden. 

The proceedings opened with a meeting held in the Arts 
Theatre of the University, where a large gathering of 
interested friends had assembled. Amongst those on the 
platform with the Vice-Chancellor (Dr. Hetherington )—who 
presided in the unavoidable absence of the Chancellor, 
Lord Derby—and Lord Howard de Walden, were Messrs. 
EK. V. Cotton and J. Carlton Stitt, both members of the 
University Council, Professor J. Share Jones, President of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons and Director 
of Veterinary Studies, Dr. W. H. Andrews, representing 
the Ministry of Agriculture, Professor Wilberforce, Chair- 
man of the Board of Veterinary Studies, Dr. F. Bullock, 
Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
and Mr. E. Carey, Registrar of the University, together with 
the members of the Board of Veterinary Studies and 
Senate of the University and representatives of the Council 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. The large 
audience was representative of the veterinary profession 
and agricultural community in the counties of Lancaslfire, 
Shropshire, Cheshire and North Wales. 

The Vick-CHANCELLOR, in a brief introductory address, 
referred to the long-felt need which the new buildings were 
about to satisfy. The Veterinary School could be regarded 
as having attained to a much fuller state of equipment 
now that they had a hospital associated with the school. 
This valuable addition had been made possible by con- 
tributions from a number of sources, both public and pri- 
vate, chief among which he would mention the Development 
Commissioners, acting through the Ministry of Agriculture, 
and Lord Howard de Walden, who was with them that 
afternoon. (Applause.) The hospital buildings, together 
with those of the Departments of Veterinary Anatomy 
and Pathology, would be open to the visitors for their 
inspection and he believed that after having been over 
the buildings they would agree that the Architects—who, 
he was pleased to say, were* members of the University 
staff—had admirably performed their work of altering 
and reconstructing the old buildings. It was a great 
pleasure to see Lord Howard de Walden with them that 
He had been most generous in his support, and it 


day. 








(Continued from previous column.) 


our Congress. I would like to propose therefore, that this 
Council makes this suggestion to the Provisional Committee. 

Mr. CoLteMAN: I desire to second that, and to suggest 
that the Council formulate an alternative scheme. 

The Secretary : I would like to say that Mr. Douglas 
knows of this suggestion and feels sure that he can make 
suitable arrangements for a discussion to take place at 
Ayr. 

There being no other business, the Council rose, after 
passing a hearty vote of thanks to Mr. McIntosh for his 


conduct in the chair. 
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was therefore very fitting that he should honour them by 
consenting to open the new buildings. The Vice-Chan- 
cellor then called upon Lord Howard to address the 
meeting. 

Lord Howarp DE WALDEN, who was applauded on 
rising to speak, said :— 

‘* It is usual at the ceremonial opening of any institution 
to insist somewhat fervently on either its prime necessity 
or its essential utility. In the majority of cases these 
institutions are provided for that particular order of the 
higher vertebrates known as mankind, and so their scope 
and significance is plain and patent. 

But on this occasion we attend the opening of an institu- 
tion of a rarer kind—one whose benefit to mankind is 
indirect, and so not very well understood by the general 
public. I used the word ‘rare,’ and I should like to 
emphasize it, because veterinary hospitals in this country 
are rare indeed, so rare that it is a considerable reproach 
to a country which prides itself justly on its stock-breeding 
capacity from a material point of view, and its treatment 
of animals from that of sentiment. 

It seems to me an astonishing fact that we who live 
largely with animals, breed animals, even love animals 
in our own way, should treat so casually the claims of that 
order of life to scientific care and attention. 

One would think that of all the many hundreds of 
people whose relations with animals are nearly as wide as 
their relations with humanity there would be many who 
would dispose of a certain proportion of their charity to 
their dumb associates. And I am sure they would do so 
if the case could even be properly presented. But the 
case and the need have never been properly presented, 
and I see little hope of it now. 

Let us suppose that all human charity were devoted to 
a society for the prevention of cruelty to men, women and 
children. Nobody would deny that such a society had the 
highest and noblest aims. But it would soon become 
evident that the conduct of hospitals, infirmaries and 
similar institutions was the first of its duties. 

I shall hope that presently many of those whose sym- 
pathies lie largely with the animal world may begin to 
perceive that veterinary science and research claim and 
deserve their primary consideration. (Hear, hear.) 

I think it was Mr. Bernard Shaw who, some time ago, 
divided the inhabitants of these islands into two classes— 
those who have to do with horses and those who have not. 
And I think he left it an open question as to which of the 
two classes he preferred. For myself I am glad to 
belong to the first. (Applause.) Let me admit that I, 
lacking the clear, urbanised intellect, in my myopic way, 
often see men like horses, walking. And yet am I at such 
a disadvantage ? It is becoming the common practice 
nowadays to maintain that moral defects are largely caused 
by physical defects. But it has been a commonplace to 
those who have been used to horses for many years. How 

many animals have been found to suffer from some organic 
complaint which amply accounted for their faults ? How 
many, again, have been badly handled and educated ? 
Of course there is a great residue where the defects are 
inherent and hereditary. But I maintain that this 
acquaintance with an animal of high nervous organisation 
makes one more tolerant and hopeful. There are so few 
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really wicked horses that one begins to suspect that there 
are equally few really wicked humans. On the other hand, 
I very sincerely wish that those who recommend the co- 
education of boys and girls could have a little experience 
in the difference of handling necessary with colts and 
fillies. 

If this form of analogy seems fanciful, let me instance 
the way it has been used by one of our great writers. There 
are several stories of Kipling headed by short passages of 
verse referring directly to animals; in fact, the human 
psychology introduced by the animal. Under the heading 
““In the pride of his youth,” there is the following :— 

“Stopped in the straight when the race was his own ; 

Look at him cutting it—cur to the bone. 

Ask, ere the youngster be rated and chidden-— 


What did he carry and how was he ridden ? 
Maybe Fate’s weight-cloths are breaking his heart.” 


And in that to the story of “ Thrown away ”’ :-—- 


“Some are sulky and some will plunge, 
Some you must gentle and some you must lunge, 
Some-—there are losses in every trade— 
Will break their hearts ere bitted and made, 
Will fight like fiends as the rope cuts hard, 
And die dumb-mad in the breaking yard.” 


So, then, our animal friends and companions serve not 
only their own natural purposes but have a moral value 
for ourselves. They remind us of the virtues which we 
shed so gaily. We refer sometimes to a person displaying 
a dog-like devotion. We do not refer to a dog displaying 
a human devotion. What’s the matter with devotion ? 
Is it a virtue only in a dog? We still admire a devotion 
to an opinion or a principle, but devotion to a person is 
only fit for dogs. I am not certain that I would not 
rather be a dog. (Laughter.) 

We describe a man as being brave as a lion because woe 
do not know anything about lions. We do not describe a 
lion as being as brave as a man, which would be much more 
remarkable. Our ancestors, who talked of animals which 
they knew about, called a man a very boar in battle. When 
we call a man a perfect swine we mean something quite 
different. We have forgotten the virtue of courage, we 
only remember the common vice of an indiscriminate 
appetite. (Laughter.) 

I have tried to stress the psychological relationship 
between ourselves and the orders of life with which we 
are daily acquainted, because the common tendency to-day 
is to emphasize the predominance of intellect, and con- 
sequently to push all other sentient beings out of sight. 
But that is the urban mind again—the urban mind that 
sees animals as running survivals. 

There is another side that I have not touched and which 
I shall leave to those who have the technical equipment 
necessary to its treatment, and that is the inter-relation 
of veterinary and medical practice. To a layman the simple 
method would seem to be to call them all biologists ; let 
us assume no values that put man above the beast. What 
they owe each other and what they suffer from each other 
is yet to be determined.” (Loud applause.) 

Dr. W. H. ANDREWS was next invited to speak. Ina 
short address he expressed the Ministry’s appreciation of 
the importance of veterinary work and its sympathy with 
this particular development. Apart from the question 
of economic loss to the agricultural community from 





disease, and the alleviation of suffering in animals, it was 
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now being increasingly recognised that veterinary science 
was able to add greatly to the progress of medical science. 


THe Story OF THE ACHIEVEMENT. 


The Vice-Chancellor then called on Professor Share 
Jones to address the meeting. Professor SHARE JONES 
stated that 25 years ago the University decided to include 
in its activities instruction in veterinary science. The 
Veterinary School had a very humble beginning. It had 
no buildings of its own, but the late Professor Boyce was 
good enough to hand over a small animal house which he 
had constructed out of an old greenhouse, and this was 
converted into a dissecting room. They neither had funds 
nor endowment whatsoever and the salaries of the staff 
were defrayed partly by donations from private gentlemen 
and partly by students’ fees. A schodl commencing under 
such circumstances was a fertile ground for criticism. 
Indeed it invited criticism, and they got it. (Laughter.) 
Some was purely of the destructive type, but much was 
constructive and helpful. But the criticism had simply 
stimulated them to further effort. 

A short time after the school began a dinner was held 
in the old University Club to welcome 19 new members of 
the ‘University staff in various faculties and including 
veterinary men. Of the four invited to respond to the 
toast he, the speaker, happened to be one, and in his speech 
he reminded the audience of the tendency in human nature, 
rightly or wrongly, to judge an innovation quickly. The 
Veterinary School was decidedly an innovation and to some 
of their colleagues it was more or less of a curiosity, and 
he appealed to the audience then not to judge the school 
quickly, but to suspend judgment until the time arrived 
when that judgment could be based upon sound experience, 
when he hoped that they would find amongst veterinary 
men some imbued with the real spirit of education and even 
true disciples of Pestalozzi. That judgment, which he 
asked them to defer 25 years ago, he invited now. 

From the outset they had three great objectives—firstly, 
to secure the recognition of veterinary science in the 
University ; secondly, to secure public recognition and 
support outside for University veterinary education ; and 
thirdly to secure a permanent place for veterinary education 
in our general University system. These objectives, he 
was pleased to say, had been attained. (Applause.) 

To achieve the first objective took 11 years of intensive 
agitation inside the University. To achieve the second 
and third meant 20 years of constant effort both inside 
and outside the University. They tried again and again. 
They advocated the case for University education before 
Departmental Committees and even before a Royal Com- 
mission. Ministries were also appealed to. Then they 
turned to that creation of the most distinguished of his 
fellow countrymen, Mr. Lloyd George, viz., the Develop- 
ment Fund. After much further effort the Development 
Commissioners were prevailed upon to receive a deputation. 
The Deputation consisted of the Right Hon. Sir H. A. L. 
Fisher, M.P., Sir Martin Conway, M.P., the then Vice- 
Chancellor and the speaker, each of whom addressed the 
Commissioners. Having regard to the multitudinous 
claims by which the Commissioners were assailed, their 
desire for thorough debate and investigation could be 
readily understood. But it sufficed for him to say that 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 








No. 29. Vol. IX. 621 


at last their aim was achieved, and the Commissioners 
placed their institution definitely on the list of those 
receiving support from the public funds. They recom- 
mended, with the complete concurrence of the Ministry 
of Agriculture—which they were pleased to see represented 
there that afternoon by Dr. Andrews—that a grant on a 
£ for £ basis up to £15,000 be made for the purpose of 
erecting buildings. This was in the report for 1924-5 and 
it was, he believed, the first occasion on which the Univer- 
sity had been granted public money for the erection of 
buildings. This was followed by an annual grant for 
maintenance up to £2,850 when the present buildings were 
fully occupied. 

Their case for public and private support was based on 
what he considered to be the highest possible grounds, 
the service rendered in after life by those whom they in 
that institution had produced. 

Professor Share Jones then read a long and impressive 
list of past students who were working in such remote 
parts of the world as Venezuela, Kenya, South Africa, 
Australia, India, Egypt, Brazil, etc., and of many who 
were occupying high academic and municipal positions in 
this country. 

** On this record of national and imperial service,” said 
Prof. Share Jones, ‘‘ service of the highest order, I ask for 
the judgment now which I asked 25 years ago to be deferred, 
and I appeal with confidence.”’ (Applause.) 

Their bequest, then, to those who came after them in the 
conduct of the affairs of the school was represented by the 
buildings which they were now opening, by the degree in 
veterinary science—which was the only complete degree 
in this country and which indicated University recognition 
—by public recognition in the shape of an annual grant 
of £2,850, and by the securing in perpetuity of veterinary 
instruction in a University through the endowments. 

At that moment their thanks were due to many. Some 
were doad, amongst whom he would mention Sir Alfred 
Dale, whose sound judgment and wise counsel steered the 
University through a most troublesome period, and whose 
disposition towards their movement was always of the 
kindliest ; Sir Rupert Boyce, whose great energy and power 
of initiative were responsible for the inception of more than 
one beneficent project within the University; Sir John 
Brunner, Mr. William Johnston, Dr. Muspratt, and others 
whose generosity was provefbial. Then there were col- 
leagues who in time of great financial stress were good 
enough to come forward and give their services at times 
when it was none too easy for them so to do. Amongst 
these he would mention Dr. Annett, who had previously 
held a Professorship in the University, dnd Mr. Charles 
Elam, who, at a period of grave necessity, had placed the 
whole of his resources unreservedly at their disposal. 
(Applause.) He wished to thank also the practitioners of 
the area for their support, and also the City Authorities 
for all the facilities of that great department presided over 
by Dr. Hope and his successor. These had been placed 
at the disposal of the school throughout the whole period 
without the slightest intermittence and without any 
reservation whatsoever. Then there were many individual 
benefactors. There were the contributors to the Uni- 
versity Appeal Fund from which £5,000 had been handed 
over to the school. It was impossible for him to mention 
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all the others, but he felt sure that he would be pardoned 
if he made special mention of the chief individual bene- 
factor, Lord Howard de Walden—(applause)--who had 
graced the proceedings with his presence that afternoon. 
It was peculiarly appropriate that Lord Howard de Walden 
should initiate the beneficent work which he believed, 
and indeed felt convinced, would be carried on in the 
building which he was about to open. Lord Howard 
was a most generous patron of the arts. More than that, 
he was a thoughtful patron. But what appealed to them 
most was that he was a lover of animals, not because at 
the moment it might be regarded as an attitude approved 
by that society of which he was such a distinguished 
ornament, but because in him there was a deeply-rooted 
affection for animal life. That Professor Share Jones 
knew from actual and long knowledge and experience. 
He concluded by paying his tribute to all those whom he 
had named and to the many who had not been named ; 
indeed, to all who had contributed in any way towards 
that project and particularly to their great benefactor, 
Lord Howard de Walden. (Prolonged applause.) 

The company then walked in procession to the Hospital, 
the main door of which Lord Howard opened with a gold 
key, presented to him by the Architects. The visitors 
were later conducted over the building by members of the 
staff. Tea was served in the courtyard. 


The building is arranged in quadrangular form, with a 
central court-yard covered with a glass roof. There are 
three floors, and a gallery runs around the court-yard at 
the level of the first floor. On the ground floor there are 
administrative rooms on either side of the main entrance. 
There are also an operating theatre for large animals with 
sterilising and instrument rooms adjacent, Surgical 
Anatomy rooms, a lecture-laboratory for Hygiene and 
Dietetics, Pharmacy, ete., and a number of stalls and 
boxes for the large animals. On the first floor are surgical 
and medical wards for small animals, an operating theatre 
for these animals, with instrument and sterilising rooms 
attached, a general lecture room, staff common room, 
diagnosis laboratory, etc., together with an exercise 
ground for the small animals. The second floor is occupied 
by two flats for the resident surgeon and caretaker. 

The Architects were Professor L. B. Budden and Mr. 
J. E. Marshall, of the University School of Architecture. 
Professor Reilly acted as consultant. ‘ 


SHrrE HorsE SOCIETY. 


At a special meeting of the Council of the Shire Horse 
Society, held at 12 Hanover Square, Mr. A. G. Holland 
was appointed to succeed the late Mr. Charlton as Secretary 
of the Society, while Mr. M. R. Leather was appointed 
Assistant Secretary. 

Investigators at the West of Scotland Agricultural 
College estimate the working life of a dairy cow at four 
years, and, though this is longer than some other calcula- 
tions, it must mean that many cows are disposed of before 
they have reached their maximum production, which 
they find is around seven or eight years. One would 
expect the working lives of single-purpose cows to average 
more than those of the dual-purpose type. If one of the 
latter is not satisfactory for milk, there is an easy outlet 
to the butcher. The single-purpose cow is more apt to be 
persevered with, as she can be cleared out only at a sacri- 
fice.— Farmer and Stockbreeder. 
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DIVISIONAL REPORT. 


West of Scotland Division, N.V.M.A.* 

A meeting of the above Division was held at Glasgow 
Veterinary College on- Wednesday, 29th May, 1929, with 
the President (Mr. G. W. Weir) in the Chair. The follow- 
ing were present :— 

Vembers of the Division..—J. G. MeGregor, J. W. Emslie 
P. Wilson, James F. Taylor, David Brown, R. Renfrew, 
W. Robb, A. H. Stark, Peter Meikle, A. Sillars, Donald 
Campbell, T. Johnston, the President and Hon. Secretary. 

Visitors._-G. Moir, F.R.C.V.8S., and the following 
M.R.C.V.S. :—J. W. Burgess, J. R. MeCall, J. M. Cummine, 
J. Fox, KE. R. Callender, A. Douglas and H. J. Downie. 

Students.—Misses H. J. Mitchell, M. L. Somervail and 
Marion Stewart, and Messrs. M. H. W. Miller, T. L. May, 
F. J. Kinghorn, J. Stewart, W. Martin, James A. Brown, 
W. A. Milligan, Archd. Steele, Archd. D. Campbell, Alex. 
McLeod, John MeKinnon, and Alex. Marshall. 

The minutes of the meeting of April 24th were read and 
approved. 

The following new members were elected :—J. W. 
Burgess, M.R.C.V.S.,  Buchlyvie, and H. F. Downie, 
M.R.C.V.S., Falkirk. 

The Secretary reported progress with regard to the two 
resolutions forwarded to the Clerk of Lanarkshire County 
Council. 

The meeting then gave consideration to the question of 
tuberculosis in livestock: its control and eradication. 
A paper on this subject had been prepared by Major 
J. Gillray McGregor, M.R.C.V.S8., Deputy Assistant 
Director of Veterinary Services, 52nd (The Lowland) 
Division (T.A.), County Veterinary Inspector of Stirling- 
shire. 

This paper had been printed and circulated to members 
and guests, together with an extract from the Report 
of the Scottish Conference of Agricultural Policy, 1925, 
on which he based much of his address. 

Major McGregor added a number of comments to his 
printed paper. [Major McGregor’s paper, the extract, 
his added comments, and the ensuing discussion, are re- 
produced at the commencement of this issue.—Ed.} 

On the motion of Mr. CAMPBELL, seconded by Mr. 
MEIKLE, a committee was appointed composed of the 
President, Secretary, and Messrs. Campbell, P. Wilson and 
McGregor-— 

(1) To receive proposed schemes from members. 

(2) To prepare a concrete scheme for the eradication of 

tuberculosis. 

(3) To present it for discussion to an adjourned meeting. 

The meeting then adjourned till the last week in June. 
Votes of thanks to the essayist and the Chairman 
terminated the proceedings. 

A. W. Wuitenouse, Hon, Secretary. 


* Received on 12th June. 


When should a complaint be made of unsoundness in 
cattle bought at auction? His Honour Judge Hyslop 
Maxwell, at the Shaftesbury (Dorset) County Court on 
May 1 decided that a fourteen-day time limit after a sale 
for complaint about the unsoundness of cattle was un- 
reasonable in the case of a cow suffering from Johne’s 
disease. 
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From Che Weterinartan, . 
November, 1828. 


On Veterinary Medical Education. 
Lerrer II. 





My dear young friend.—One advantage which you will 
derive from your admission to the College is the privilege 
of hearing the lectures of the professor. An advantage, 
if you rightly improve the opportunity ; a thing of no 
moment if you are faithless to yourself. 

That the lectures of Mr. Coleman are exceedingly 
valuable I need not tell you; but I must remind you that 
if you are content with a careless attendance on them, 
without subsequent and serious study, the impression they 
make will be perfectly evanescent, and your time will be 
uselessly employed. = 

In the first place, I would say, be constant in your 
attendance on them. Let no call of pleasure, no capricious 
whim, not even a slight indisposition, induce you to be 
absent from one of them. By 4 single absence you will, 
in some measure, lose the thread of the professor’s argu- 
ment ; and you will probably be ignorant of some principle 
to which he will afterwards refer, and without which you 
cannot comprehend the full scope of his reasoning. 

Having once rendered your record, or your conception 
of his doctrines, imperfect, a much slighter temptation will 
prevail on you to absent yourself a second time, and a habit 
of inattention and negligence will soon be formed. Make 
these lectures your own. They are yours so far as your 
own improvement is concerned. Every day commit the 
substance of them to writing. 

In order to effect this, should you take notes at the time ? 
This is a question somewhat difficult to answer. It 
depends on the strength of your memory, and the rapidity 
of your writing. On the whole I should say, Yes. Mere 
hints, catch-words, to remind you of the subjects, the 
arguments and illustrations, and the order in which they 
occurred. At the earliest opportunity fill up the chasms. 
By no means let the day close without this. Let it be, at 
least, an accurate sketch; and, so far as you can, the 
condensed substance of the lecture. 

After this, enquire how far the doctrines of your tutor 
coincide with your pre-conceived notions. Argue the 
matter fairly and soberly with him. Consult the best 
authors; and endeavour, as you go on, fully to under- 
stand the lecturer, and to form your own opinion on the 
subject. 

To the habit of taking copious notes I should decidedly 
object; for, while you are writing, many important 
arguments and illustrations will necessarily be lost, and 
the connexion of the whole lecture will be broken. 

While you are in the theatre be respectful and attentive. 
Common courtesy requires this, and your improvement will 
be materially connected with it. You know not the magic 
of attention. It will not only imprint the lecture more 
deeply on your memory, but it will make the lecture doubly 
valuable. Your propriety of behaviour, and evident wish 


to improve, will cause your teacher to identify himself. 


with the matter before him, and to throw himself heart and 
soul into the business. Inattention, listlessness, and rude- 
ness, will annoy and perplex him, and the subject will 
necessarily be imperfectly treated. 

As to your general conduct towards him: Be uniformly 
respectful. Endeavour to create in your mind an unfeigned 
esteem for him. He is your elder, and your superior, and 
his interest, and duty, and best feelings are, or ought to be, 
connected with your improvement. There is more in this, 
perhaps, than is dreamed of in your philosophy. If you 
dislike or despise him, you will not improve under his 
tuition ; and if you openly manifest that dislike, I will not 
say how deeply you wound him, but I will tell you that 
it will not be in human nature for him to exert his best 
energies in effecting your improvement ; it will be a matter 
of mere indifference or mercenary calculation. I am no 
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advocate for blind deference to any teacher, or unmanly 
submission to any authority ; but attention and respect 
are due to your instructors, and will be repaid by increased 
zeal, warm friendship, and useful service. 

As opportunity serves, endeavour to draw your teachers 
into conversation with you on some recent lecture, some 


| case in the infirmary, or any matter which you do not 


fairly comprehend ; but do not ask twenty questions in a 
breath on twenty different subjects, to save yourself the 
trouble of dissection or study. Do not be actuated by the 
insidious wish to discover some imperfection, or error, or 
forgetfulness, nor by the foolish ambition of showing your 
fancied ability; and never argue with your tutors for 
victory rather than truth. This is despicable. Discover 
a real desire for improvement, and I will pledge myself 
that your preceptors will always be accessible, and grateful 
for the compliment you pay them, and the confidence you 
place in them. 


As to other lectures, the attendance of the student on 
them, except they are absolutely and intimately connected 
with his profession and practice, must depend on circum- 
stances. If his means, or the determination of his friends, 
will allow him only six or seven months, he has no time for 
many other lectures, however valuable they may be. 
Dissection, the practice of the College, the lectures of the 
professor, or those on subjects closely connected with his 
future practice, and the course of reading and study which 
I have recommended, will fully employ him. 

If, however, he has a little longer time, he should un- 
doubtedly avail himself of the opportunity afforded him 
by the liberality of several eminent teachers of human 
medicine. I certainly dislike this seemingly pauper system 
of education. I am firmly of opinion that the student 
should receive within the College walls all the instruction 
he can possibly require. It is so in every foreign seminary, 
and at no distant period will be so in ours. The great 
kindness, however, of the gentlemen to whom I have 
alluded, precludes all painful sense of humiliation; and 
you may, without scruple, benefit by what they so dis- 
interestedly offer. 

Lectures on human anatomy and physiology should not 
be neglected. The identity of design and the variety of 
structure in your patients and in man, will be an interesting 
study, and will materially contribute to prepare you for 
the society of your natural, and warmest, and best friend, 
the surgeon of the town or village in which your lot may 
be cast. 

Lectures on the practice of physic should not be for- 
gotten. The principles are the same; the indications of 
cure the same; but the different means and appliances 
necessary to accomplish these indications in man and the 
brute, the different effect of the same medicines, and the 
stranger difference in the dose, these are subjects both 
curious and eminently useful. 

Natural philosophy and chemistry must by no means 
be passed over, for the reasons tated in my last letter. 

As to your companions at the College, there is no period 
of your life in which the choice of associates is more im- 
portant. I trust that it is not necessary for me to warn 
you against those who, idle themselves, would induce you 
to wile and trifle away that time on which your future 
reputation and success depend. An idle young man should 
be shunned by you as if the plague spot were on him ; for 
the injury that he will do you, by leading you into little, 
but too-frequently repeated acts of negligence and folly, 
will not fully develop itself until your course of study 
is fatally broken into, and the mischief has become 


irreparable. 
You ask my opinion of your College Veterinary Society. 
It may be most useful to you, but it may be easily and 


very dangerously abused. 

When the debate or the questioning tends to impress 
more deeply on your mind the grand outline of anatomy 
and physiology, as founded on that portion of anatomy 
which you have honestly studied, you may derive consider- 
able benefit from your attendance on the Society. I was 
present, not a great while ago, when the subject, or the 
portion of it devoted to that night, was purely anatomical, 
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and I was much pleased to observe how well the pro r 
of the question stood the badgering he received, a the 
creditable manner in which he acquitted himself. 

When the business of the evening is a kind of preparatory 
grinding for your examination, you will derive considerable 
benefit; but when young men who know nothing of 
anatomy and physiology, and consequently nothing of 
disease, whether of structure or of function, confidently 
discuss the nature of maladies, and appeal to their practice 
and experience, few things can be more ridiculous—none 
more injurious. How many principles will be promulgated 
and defended which the surgeon of true information rejects 
with scorn ? How many notions are imbibed, founded on 
careless observation, and hearsay evidence, and exagger- 
ated narration, which the poor student will afterwards 
have to unlearn ? 

Until you are perfectly acquainted with anatomy and 
physiology, diseases had much better be let alone. You 
will not be able to separate the chaff from the grain. 

From the discussion of enlightened and experienced men 
much good may be derived, but evil must necessarily result 
from the effusions of inexperience and presumption. 

If, therefore, you should belong to this institution, or 
any other (and, on the whole, and during the latter period 
of your time, I should certainly advise it), enter into no 
discussion for which your previous studies have not pre- 
pared you; and regard with indifference, or even with 
suspicion, every statement the value of which serious and 
diligent enquiry has not enabled you to appreciate. 

My epistle, however, is again getting tiresome; and I 
must postpone, until some future opportunity, a few 


remarks which yet remain. 
PuiLo-VeT. 











R.A.V.G. Journal. 


The Committee of Management of the Journal of the 
Royal Army Veterinary Corps acknowledge with thanks 
receipt of subscriptions to that publication, from the 
undermentioned : 

Fourtu List. 


Major H. Allen, O.B.E.; Major V. A. Bartrum, O.B.E. ; 
Major G. Barnett, M.C.; Captain J. Blackburn ; Captain 
R. E. C. Bullen; Major W. D. Connochie ; Major J. A. 
Dixon ; Major C. Davenport, O.B.E., F.R.C.V.S.; Major 
R. Finch, M.C., D.V.S.M.; Major A. N. Foster, O.B.E., 
F.R.C.V.8S.;° Major R. Clarke Glover, V.D.; Major C. 
Holland, M.C.; Major P. Howard ; Major J. R. Hodgkins, 
D.S.0O.; Lieut.-Colonel W. A. Jelbart ; Major J. J. Judge ; 
Major J. S. Keane; Mr. G. Latham; Major 8. O’Donel, 
M.C.; Mr. W.H. Priston ; Lieut. C. U. K. Porter ; Major 
J. J. Plunkett, O.B.E.; Major J. Southall; Major W. H. 
Simpson; Liecut.-Colonel W. E. Schofield, O/B.E. ; 
Lieut.-Colonel P. J. Simpson, J.P., D.S.0.; Lieut. J. F. L. 
Taylor; Major R. E. G. Thwaytes ; Lieut. E. Clive Webb, 
O.B.E.; Brigadier A. J. Williams, D.S.O., F.R.C.V.S. ; 
Captain J. Waddell and Major E. Wallace. 


Skye AND UIST NEED A VETERINARIAN. 

At a meeting of the Agricultural Education Advisory 
Committee for Inverness-shire, a member stated that 
the lack of a veterinary surgeon in Skye and Uist was 
becoming more and more serious every year. 

Full credit was given to the useful veterinary advice 
given by Mr. Mackenzie, Mr. Milne and Mr. Kennedy, the 
agricultural college organisers in these districts. The 
committee felt that the time had come when this veter- 
inary advisory work should be looked upon as the chief 
part of the organiser’s duties there; either that, or a veter- 
inary surgeon should be subsidised by the Department of 
Agriculture for work there. 
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Dr. P. A. Fish succEEps DEAN Moore at CoRNELL. 





The Ithaca Journal- News of 2\st June announces that 
Dr. Pierre A. Fish, a member of the faculty of the College 
of Veterinary Medicine, Cornell University, since 1890, will 
succeed Dr. Veranus A. Moore as Dean of the College. 

Dr. Fish joined the Faculty as an instructor in 1890, the 
year he graduated from Cornell with the degree of B.S. in 
natural history. He taught under Profs. Burt G. Wilder 
and Simon H. Gage in the Department of Physiology and 
Neurology for five years. In 1894 he took the degree of 
D.Se. at Cornell. 

During the summers he taught zoology at the Marine 
Biological Laboratory, Wood’s Hole, Mass. In 1895-6, he 
was assistant to Dean Moore, then chief of the Division of 
Pathology of the Bureau of Animal Industry at Washing- 
ton. 

When the College of Veterinary Medicine was founded 
in 1896, he became assistant professor of veterinary physio- 
logy and pharmacology, serving until 1902, when he was 
appointed to a full professorship. He served as secretary 
ot the College from 1896 to 1927. 

He received the degree of D.V.S. from the National 
Veterinary College at Washington in 1896, and the degree 
of D.V.M. from Cornell in 1899. 

Dr. Fish was editor of the Journal of the American 
Veterinary Medical Association from 1915 to 1918, when 
he resigned to enter army service during the World War. 
He held the rank of Major, Veterinary Corps, Surgeon 
General’s Department, during 1918-19. “He is the author 
of manuals on laboratory courses in veterinary physiology 
prescription writing, and veterinary doses,” says the 
Journal- News, “‘and has contributed numerous articles 
to scientific journals.” 

On January 15th, 1925, a portrait of Dr. Fish was 
presented to the University by alumni of the College in 
appreciation of his long service as a teacher. 

In the same issue it is reported that :— 

‘** Members of the New York State Veterinary Medical 
Society, and many from the Faculty of other Colleges in 
Cornell University, together with friends of Dr. Veranus 
Alva Moore from this and other cities, gathered in Memorial 
Hall at Willard Straight to do honour to the man who has 
served as Dean of the Veterinary College for the past 21 
years, as a member of its faculty for an even longer period, 
and as a distinguished scientist in his chosen field since his 
college days. 

** Dr. James Law, first Dean of the Veterinary College 
and Dr. Moore are the two men who have thus far guided 
the destinies of the institution, and the work of their life- 
times has been in great part responsible for the remarkable 
development of the science of veterinary medicine in New 
York State and in America, as more than one speaker 
took occasion to remark.” 


ANTHRAX FROM GOAT-HAIR. 





Six of the workers in a brush factory in Brazil some time 
ago developed anthrax, five of them dying from the in- 
fection, which was traced to goat-hair imported from China. 
The manager of the factory was prosecuted for man- 
slaughter through negligence, because he had allowed the 
hair to be handled though he had been informed by the 
importer that it had not yet been disinfected. The dis- 
trict court gave a verdict of not guilty, in view of medical 
evidence that disinfection was not an absolutely reliable 
protection against anthrax. On appeal, however, the 
High Court quashed the verdict and sentenced the man to 
six months’ imprisonment. This court held that the 
defendant had acted with gross negligence, since disin- 
fection would have destroyed most of the bacilli.— The 
Lancet. 
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NATIONAL VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


Ayr Congress. 


31st August 6ih Bupteniben, 1929 


pe ‘Piseetaien. 


Fripay, 6th SEPTEMBER. 
10 a.m. 


SATURDAY, 3lst AuGusT. 


Council Meeting. 

Forty-seventh Annual General Meeting. 
A meeting of the Scottish Branch, 
N.V.M.A., will be held at the close of 
the Annual General Meeting. 

Social Gathering—-Western House. 


SunpDAY, Ist SEPTEMBER. 


Meet at Town Hall and parade for 
Church Service in Old Church. 
Motor drive to Culzean Castle, Maybole 


2nd SEPTEMBER. 


Official opening of Trade Exhibition 
by the President. 

Civic Welcome by Provost of Ayr and 
Convener of County Council. 


Section of Veterinary State Medicine. 


Paper : “* Foot-and-Mouth Disease,” by 
Mr. J. O. Powley. Discussion to be 
opened by Professor 8. H. Gaiger. 
Outing to Banks o’ Doon ‘Tea Gardens, 
Alloway, at invitation of Ayr Town 
Council. 

President’s Reception in Western House. 


Turespay, 3rd SEPTEMBER. 


Paper : “ Lameness,” by Professor J. J. 
O’Connor. Discussion to be opened 
by Mr. J. W. McIntosh. 

Congress photograph. 

Popular ~ Lecture:  Tuberculin 
Testing,” by Professor J. B. Buxton, 
in the Palais de Danse. 

Visit Craigie Mains Farm, Symington, 
to inspect Mr. James Kilpatrick’s stud 
of Clydesdales. 

Amateur Dramatic Entertainment on 
behalf of the Victoria Veterinary 
Benevolent Fund. 


4th SEPTEMBER. 

Operations, Demonstrations and Ex- 
hibition of Morbid Specimens in 
Cattle Market, Ayr. 

Demonstration on Meat Inspection at 
Public Slaughterhouse, Ayr. 

Banquet in Town Hall, Ayr. 


Tuurspay, Sth SEPTEMBER. 


9-30 a.m. 


ll am. 


2 p.m. 


Evemng. 


Paper: “Calcium and Phosphorus 
Requirements of Farm Animals and 
Effects of Deficiency,” by Dr. J. B. Orr, 
Rowett Institute, Aberdeen. Discus- 
sion to be opened by Professor J. 
Russell Greig. 

Paper: “ Johne’s Disease,” by Major 
G. W. Dunkin. Discussion to be 
opened by Dr. A. Leslie Sheather. 
Motor tour to Glenapp Castle, Ballan- 
trae, via Girvan and Colmonell. 


Free (Masonic Meeting). 





2 p.m 


Event: 
vvening. 


Paper : ‘‘ Clinical and Epidemiological 
Aspects of the so-called Hysteria of the 
Dog,” by Professor Hobday. Discus- 
sion to be opened by Major Frank 
Chambers. 

Followed by Closing Meeting of Con- 


gress. 


Visits to herds of pedigree Ayrshire 
Cattle. 
Whist Drive and Dance: Western 
House. 


List of Recommended Hotels and Boarding Houses. 


AYR. 
Licensed Hotels. 
1. Ayr Station Hotel (L.M.S.) terms from 20/— a day. 
2. Hotel Dalblair, Alloway 
Stree t ” ” 18/— ” 
3. Hotel Berkeley, Barns Street rh » 12/6 a 
(single rooms all engaged) 
4. Ayrshire and Galloway 
Hotel, Burns’ Statue 
Square . ™ » 16/- ss 
5. Burns Monument " Hotel, 
Alloway - » 12/- * 
This hotel is 2} miles 
from town at tram ter- 
minus, also good service 
of buses. 
Private Hotels and Boarding Houses. 
1. Blendon Private Hotel, Bellevue 
Road . baie nds ... 12/— to 15/— a day. 
2. Milrig Hotel, Charlotte Street 9/- » 
3. Hotel Windsor, Alloway Place 1l0/- ,, 
4. Beresford Temperance Hotel, 
Burns Statue Square ” l4/- ,, 
5. Green Lodge, Charlotte Street 9/- 
6. Wellpark susan House, Miller 
Road . 9/- ‘ 
Bellisle Mansion House, Doon- 
foot, Ayr 10/6 ” 


PRESTWICK, 


Bellisle is about 2 miles from 
centre of town, on bus route. 


services. 


2 miles from 


Ayr; excellent car and bus 


Private Hotels. 


TROON, 8 miles from Ayr ; 


Queen’s Private Hotel, Es- 

planade ‘ .. 15/— to 18/—a day. 
St. Ninian’s Priv ate Hotel, St. 

Ninian’s Road 12/- 
St. Nicholas Private Hotel, Ayr P 

Road . e 10/- ” 
Arrenmore, Esplanade 9/- 
Beach House, Esplanade 9/- wy 


15 minutes bus service. 


Licensed Hotels. 


Marine Ho 


South Beach Hotel 


tel . 18/— to 21/—a day. 
iws— « 


Private Hotels. 


Craigielea .. 15/6 to17/6 ss, 

Mar Lodge 12/6 to16/-_,, 
TURNBERRY, 16 miles from Ayr. 

Turnberry Hotel (L.M.S.) terms from 30/—a day. 


Postal a 


ddress : - Ayrshire. 


First-class hotel accommodation in Ayr is limited and 
early application is advised. 

In addition to the above, excellent private apartments 
are available in Ayr and Prestwick and members preferring 
such should communicate with the Local Secretary stating 


their requirements. 
17 Wellington Square, 


A. Dovatas, Local Secretary. 
Avr. 
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NOTES AND NEWS. 


_ The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for 
inclusion in these columns. 


Diary of Events. 


Aug. 3ist to Sept. 6th.—N.V.M.A. Congress at Ayr. 

July 23rd.—Visit of the Central Division, N. V.M.A., 
to Lamington Park. 

26th. Meeting of the Royal Counties Division, 

N.V.M.A., at Windsor, at 2-30 p.m. 
Meeting of the Yorkshire Division, 
N.V.M.A., at Leeds, at 3-30 p.m. 
Meeting of the North Wales Division, 
N.V.M.A., at Bull Hotel, Denbigh. 


Summer Meeting of the Midland Counties 
Division, N.V.M.A., at Bakewell. 


Meeting of the Eastern Counties 
Division, N.V.M.A., at Norwich, 2 p.m. 


Aug. Ist 


CONCERNING CONGRESS. 


Our report of the last meeting of Council, N.V.M.A., 
which appears in this issue, contains a further account 
of arrangements made in regard to the Ayr Congress 
which will not only be of interest to those who have 
already decided to spend the first week in September 
in the best of all possible ways, but should serve to 
make any waverers decide forthwith to follow their 
example. 


Major Alex. Douglas, the indefatigable local 
secretary who was responsible for the Provisional 
Committee's report to Council, amplifies it by writing 
as follows :— 

“ You would see from my report that we had 
decided to run a golf competition and also to visit 
Doonholm. Regarding the golf, this will be held on 
the Monday afternoon over Belleisle No. 1 course, and 
will consist of one medal round under handicap, 


‘ The visit to Doonholm has an added interest now, 
since a member of the herd won the Aberdeen Angus 
championship at the ‘Royal’ Show. This visit is 
an alternative to the Craigie Mains outing, and in this 


case the party is limited to fifty. Some objection | 


may be made to this splitting of the party into 
groups, but it is only in this way that it is possible to 
work into the time table all that one would wish.” 


Major Douglas also enclosed the announcement 
concerning the exhibition of morbid specimens which 
will be found in our Notices Column. We would urge 
our readers to lend the Provisional Committee all 
possible support in this connection, in order that the 
success of this new feature may be such as to justify 
its retention as a permanent Congress attraction. — 
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PERSONAL. 





A welcome caller at the Head Office during the past week 
was Mr. R. J. Roe, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M., who is home on 
leave from Cyprus, where he holds the position of Veterin- 
ary Officer to the Agricultural Department. 


R.C.V.S. OBITUARY. 
The Late Professor W. T. Wilson. 





As briefly chronicled in last week’s Record, Professor 
W. T. Wilson, F.R.C.V.S., M.R.S.1., head of the veterinary 
science department of Harper Adams College, passed away 
at his residence, The Ferns, Station Road, Newport, 
on Thursday, June 27th. 

‘“* Professor Wilson was the eldest son of Mr. W. Wilson, 
F.R.C.V.S., of Berkhamsted, Herts, who was for many 
years @ prominent veterinary surgeon of that district,’ 
says the Newport and Market Drayton Advertiser. “‘ He 
was educated at Berkhamsted School, and entered the 
Royal Veterinary College, where he graduated M.R.C.V.S. 
in 1887. He took the Fellowship Diploma in 1892, 
gaining top place. In 1889 he was appointed Professor 
of Veterinary Science at the Royal Agricultural College, 
Cirencester, which chair he held until 1897. 

‘* Professor Wilson was appointed lecturer in veterinary 
science at Harper Adams College when the college was 
opened in 1902, and continued to hold that office till the 
time of his death. During the late war he also acted as 
civil veterinary officer for the War Office, being stationed 
in Shrewsbury for the greater portion of that period. 
An important part of the duties attached to his position 
at the College was outside lecturing under the County 
Councils of Salop and Stafford, in which direction he ac- 
complished splendid work, his knowledge of his subject 
being profound. A Fellow of the Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons, it is interesting to note that he was the 











first member of the veterinary profession to gain the 
diploma of membership of the Royal Sanitary Institute. 
In his younger days he was a keen sportsman, and formerly 
played cricket for the college. He was one of the founders 
of Newport Bowling Club, with which he was connected 
for many years, at one time holding the office of Secretary. 
He was a member of the Wellington Golf Club, and was 
also fond of shooting and fishing. Of a genial disposition, 
Professor Wilson was held in the highest esteem throughout 
a wide area, being hghly popular with his colleagues on 
the college staff and with the students. He leaves a widow 
and one son, Mr. T. O. Wilson, B.Sc., who is a member of 
the staff at Harper Adams College. 

““The interment took place at Church Aston parish 
church, with which the deceased had for long been con- 
nected. The family mourners and others present in- 
cluded: Mrs. W. T. Wilson (widow), Mr. T. O. Wilson 
(son), Mr. C. W. Wilson, Indian Veterinary Service 
(brother), Lieut.-Col. H. P. Sykes (Longford Hall, chair- 
man of the Governors of Harper Adams College), Dr. C. 
Crowther (Principal), Mr. W. B. Thompson (Farm-director), 
Lieut.-Col. W. H. Traill (Bursar and Secretary), and 
Professor R. T. Parkhurst (Director of the National 
Institute of Poultry Husbandry).” 


Curtis, A. J., Capt., |! Swan Hill, Shrewsbury. 
Graduated, London, 28th March, 1896. Died, 9th July, 
1929. Age, 62 years. 

Captain Curtis was a Devonshire man, but had practised 
in Shrewsbury for many years. During the war he served 
with the Veterinary Corps in France and Egypt, and was 
severely wounded. 
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RETIREMENT OF Mr. C. H. Huts. 


As will be seen from our advertisement columns, a change 
is taking place in one of the oldest firms catering for the 
requirements of the veterinary profession, in that Mr. 
Huish is retiring from the firm of C. H. Huish & Co. after 
fifty odd years as proprietor. Mr. Huish is succeeded by 
his nephew, Mr. P. G. Bard, who has acted as Manager for 
over thirty years. Mr. Huish will continue to travel for 
Messrs. Willows, the well-known druggists, and will carry 
on the Transfer Business at his private address, 79 Station 
Road, Red Hill. 

Mr. Huish has travelled amongst the members of the 
veterinary profession since 1874 and soon after this date 
introduced many improvements in veterinary instruments, 
having patents running for the Revelation Mouth Gag, 
Double Cutting Tooth Rasps, Artificial Inseminator and 
others, all of which are now in constant use and appreciated 
by members of the profession. ; 

When the N.V.M.A. was established, Mr. Huish suggested 
to the late Mr. Wm. Hunting that new instruments and 
drugs should be shown at the Annual Congresses, as was 
done by the B.M.A., and he arranged the first Exhibition, 
while he has attended every Congress since, with one ex- 
ception. 

Our readers will join with us in extending our heartiest 
congratulations to Mr. Huish on the fact that the remark- 
able vigour which has characterised him throughout his 
long association with them shows no signs of diminution 
now that he is approaching the end of his 8lst year. 


NATIONAL DoG WrErEK. 


“The pronounced success of National Dog Week last 
year made it a practical certainty that the effort would be 
repeated this, and would in all probability assume permanent 
form,” says The Field. ‘‘ It has now been settled that the 
week this year will be from Sunday, September 22nd to 
September 28th. Fortified by the experience already gained, 
the council, of which the Earl of Chesterfield is president, 
should be able to extend still further the scope of the work, 
although a year ago 1,734,065 leaflets of an informative 
nature were distributed, 900 local committees were en- 
gaged and pulpit, press, cinemas and wireless were all 
helpful to a degree. 

‘* Perhaps the most interesting outcome of the movement 
was the formation of the Tail-Waggers’ Club, in which dogs 
are enrolled whose owners are genuinely concerned with 
their welfare. The membership, growing as it is by 
several hundreds daily, has now exceeded 75,000, among the 
dogs being one owned by the Queen of Norway, the Prince 
of Wales, and three belonging to Princess Mary. During 
the week last September, £5,000 was raised towards the 
foundation of a department for the study of canine diseases 
at the Royal Veterinary College, and that sum has since 
been doubled through the instrumentality of the Tail- 
Waggers.” 


VETERINARY OFFICERS IN THE [IRISH FREE STATE. 


Concluding the debate in Dail Eireann, on 28th June, 
on the vote for agriculture, Mr. O’Connell (Mayo 8.) 
asked the Minister to place on the established list those 
veterinary inspectors who were kept in a temporary 
capacity over a long period of years, and Mr. Aiken (Louth) 
supported the plea for better treatment for veterinary 
Inspectors. 

Mr. Hogan, Minister for Agriculture, in winding up the 
debate, said that there had been questions about the 
salaries and conditions of veterinary inspectors. It was 
absolutely essential to that country to have a good veter- 
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inary staff, more so probably than to any other country 
in the world. The present officers were among the best in 
the service, and he was in communication with the Finance 
Department with a view to an improvement in their 
scales of salary and conditions of work. 


VETERINARY INSPECTION IN AYRSHIRE. 

Major Alex. Douglas, M.R.C.V.S., veterinary inspector 
for Ayrshire, in his report for 1928, refers to the possible 
utilisation of the power conferred by Section 22 of the Act 
to apply the tuberculin test to cows with the consent of the 
owner in dealing with the eradication of tuberculosis. 
A conference was held of representatives of the four dis- 
trict committees, and it was decided that no eradication 
scheme likely to be acceptable to herd owners was possible 
under existing powers. The district committees accepted 
this decision. The main difficulty (states the report) 
in the absence of compensation for reactors to the tuberculin 
test, lay in the control to be exercised over the disposal 
of reacting animals. The Scottish Board of Health indi- 
cated that no scheme should be approved which permitted 
the reacting cow being sold to go into another dairy herd, 
and with nothing to offer the owner in the way of compen- 
sation between the difference of store or fat values; it, 
therefore, seemed unlikely that any possible scheme 
would appeal to farmers who are under no control in the 
disposal of reacting animals. — North British Agriculturist. 


Conserving the blood lost in surgical operations and 
reinjecting it with citrate of sodium solution into the 
veins of the patient is among the newer practices in human 
surgery. 

The sheep population of Northern Ireland has got a great 
fillip through the success of the Ministry of Agriculture for 
Northern Ireland’s scheme of ram distribution. 


The Shorthorn Society supports the proposal] for further 
investigation regarding abortion. The Council, at their 
meeting in London, decided to send the following resolution 
to the Ministry of Agriculture and all Breed Societies :— 

‘‘ That, in view of the fact that much remains to be 


| learned about epizootic abortion, the Council of this Society 


desire to urge upon the Minister of Agriculture, in the 
national interest, the necessity of ensuring that ample 
funds are made available for a thorough investigation to 
be made into this disease.” 

The Swine Compensation Act, which will shortly come 
into operation in Australia, makes it obligatory on the part 
of those in charge of all slaughterhouses, large or small, 
to keep a register of all pigs killed and to affix and cancel 


swine duty stamps. i. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's issue. 

All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 

The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
his correspondents 


The Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund. 
To THE Epritor oF THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Sir,—Your valued Editorial on the above, followed later 
by the President’s powerful appeal,inspires in me the hope 
that another letter on the subject may be of some slight 
service in assisting the Council in their attempts to increase 
the membership of this Fund to such an extent as to allow 
income to balance expenditure. 

Why are the responses to appeals for this deserving 

‘harity so poor in results ? 
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Our profession is made up of good fellows who certainly 
carry out their life’s obligations as faithfully as the ordinary 
run of mankind, yet subscribers to our VicTtorIA VETER- 
INARY BENEVOLENT FunpD are so few that the amount 
available for distribution is never sufficient adequately to 
relieve many of the hardest and most deserving cases. 
To put it mildly, this is discreditable to us as a body. 
The efforts of the few are splendid, but the fund cannot 
properly function when such a small number of members 
subscribes. Permanent, not fluctuating, subscription 
revenue from membership is what is required. New ideas, 
ideas to arouse interest, would be welcomed. 
In conclusion, let us remember, ‘‘ WE KNOW WHAT WE 
ARE, BUT WE KNOW NOT WHAT WE MAY BECOME.” 
I am, Sir, Yours faithfully, E. ALrrep West, 
Honorary Treasurer. 
Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund, 
10 Red Lion Square, 
London, W.C.1. 
July 12th, 1929. 





Ruminant Digestion. 
To tHe Eprtor or THe VETERINARY RECORD. 


Sir,—I am obliged to Mr. H. E. Hornby for his interesting 
reference concerning the Physiology of Ruminant Digestion. 
Unfortunately, although I have a certain enthusiasm for 
the language, [ find German scientific articles not easy to 
translate accurately, and therefore fear that I shall not be 
able to make as much use of the reference as I would wish. 

I think that it must be admitted that, generally, the 
profession limits its observations too closely to English 
read periodicals, and frequently loses sight of valuable 
contributions to our science written in other languages. 

What a boon it would be to have a universal translation 
bureau, convenient, but not too expensive. Neither the 
busy practitioner nor the research worker appears to find 
sufficient time to master more than two languages. The 
gift is rare. Yours faithfully, W. P. Biounrt. 

c/o Veterinary Infirmary, 

4 Market Street, 
Wolverhampton. 
July 15th, 1929. 





Protection of the Treated Tail-tip in Dogs. 
To tHE Eprror or THe VETERINARY RECORD. 


Sir,—In the report in the issue of the Record of July 13th 
of Mr. D. E. Wilkinson’s paper and discussion thereon, I 
note mention of the difficulty of protecting from inter- 
ference, whilst under treatment, the tip of the tail in dogs. 

As mentioned, this interference is generally due to the 
dog banging his tail on walls, floor, etc. 

My procedure in these cases is simple but very efficacious. 
Prevent this banging on the floor by tying the dog’s tail 
to one of his hind legs. ' 

After treating the tail in such manner as may be required, 
I simply tie the end of the tail with a piece of bandage 
to the hind leg above the hock. A piece of electrician’s 
tape is very good, used two or three ply, as it grips better 
on the tail. 

I leave enough “play” to allow for walking move- 
ments, etc., and find that no discomfort at all is caused, 
and no resentment on the dog’s part. 

If the teeth are used on the tail, then an Elizabethan 
collar or a “ bib” may be used. Frequently I use a wide 
collar through the day and a home made “bib” of 
elementary design at night, particularly if the dog is being 
treated at his owner’s home. 

I trust this suggestion will prove as useful to others as 
I have found it to be. 

Yours, etc., Joan M. McDona tp. 


Oaklea Cottage, 
Boghead Avenue. 
Beith. 
July 16th, 1929. 





Hysteria in Dogs. 
To tHe Eprtor or THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Sir,—In reply to the letter on the above subject from 
Mr. W. Gardner in your issue of July 13th, I wish to state 
that his attention might also have been drawn to a letter 
by Mr. H.'C. Watson in your issue of April 27th. 

I have been expecting such a communication for a long 
time, being aware that the reference to dog biscuit foods 
and hound meals, as a cause of hysteria, caused somewhat 
of a flutter in some dovecotes of their origin, although it 
should be patent that where these are made by a reputable 
firm they should not be “‘ of questionable value and con- 
tent.” 

I do not propose to reply to his letter at any length, as I 
have my own opinion on the matter (which is by no means 
an isolated one) but will merely state that if he uses and 
advises his clients throughout the wide area to which he 
refers, to use “ dog biscuit foods supplied by a reputable 
firm,’’ and when it is found that they suit the dogs, not to 
chop and change on to less reputable foods, his own, and 
their experience, will in every probability remain distinctly 
negative (i.e., in cases due to dietetic causes). 

Yours faithfully, J. F. D. Turr, M.R.C.V.S. 
1 St. Cross Road, 
Winchester. 
July 15th, 1929. 


Rational Shoeing. 
To tHe Eprror or THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


Sir,—During recent weeks we have all been paying 
homage to the horse. We have sung his praises in the 
Royal Tournament, in the show ring, on Epsom Downs 
and Ascot Heath. But while we profess a national love 
of horses, we allow the humble hack, the farmer’s nag, 
the vanhorse and that great son of toil, the heavy draught 
horse, to suffer the tortures of the damned through being 
unable to obtain a foothold on the road. 

Not to give the horse the help that is in our power to give 
is cruelty, and I submit that it is cruelty to continue to work 
a horse in city streets shod in the same old way that horses 
were shod before street paving was invented. 

It is eight years since the Ministry of Transport invited 
horse-owners complaining of slippery roads all over the 
country to test non-slip shoeing methods, and one method, 
on which 78 per cent. of the reports were favourable, 
has since been tested and recommended by the Institute 
of the Horse. It was extensively adopted by one of the 
leading railway companies after successful trials on horses 
working on hills, with results which could for years be 
seen in the whole demeanour and appearance of their 
horses when at work. 

If all who take an interest in the aristocracy of the 
horse world, would take an interest also in the plain 
*‘ slave-horse,” the cruelty of working horses which are 
improperly shod for modern road surfaces—amounting to 
life-long purgatory for them—-would not be tolerated. 

Moreover, if horses were shod so as to minimise slipping, 
there would be fewer complaints of their slowness in traffic 
and the horse societies would not have to waste time in 
fighting the unreasonable and uneconomic demand that 
the horse should be banned from city streets. 

Yours truly, P. B. SanastEr, Major-General, 
Secretary, Institute of the Horse. 
27 Cavendish Square, 
London, W.1. 
July 10th, 1929. 





The Editor acknowledges the receipt of the following :— 

““Meat Inspection Regulations in the Argentine Re- 
public,” Dr. Juan E. Richelet. 

Communications from Mr. F. H. Stainton (London), 
Mr. O. Stinson (Appleby) and Brigadier A. J. Williams 
(Director of Veterinary Services in India). 


Pye 


Sak 


